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  RECLASSIFYING OUR
CANALS TO “DITCHES” 

WILL ALLOW MORE 
POLLUTION IN FT. 

LAUDERDALE’S  CANALS
By Bill Sears

A famous phrase states” What Fools These Mortals Be,” 
should be changed to read,” What Dangerous Fools These 
Mortals Be,” in reference to the Florida Department of En-
vironmental Protection. This department of our state gov-
ernment was formed to protect the people of Florida from 
harmful acts of stupidity that would have dire effects on our 
environment.  Instead of protecting, due to political and big 
business pressure, this department is setting up Floridians 
for execution and extinct species status.  As you read on in 
this article, remember that all of their actions are based on 
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Incredibly, Florida’s Dept. of Environmental protection 
wants to call canals like Hendricks Isle a “ditch” so 
polluters can have their way.

A COMMENT ON “NIMBY”
 By Marge Anderson

Whenever Social Service Residential Facilities are men-
tioned, the familiar phrase “not in my back yard,” is heard.  It 
is probably thought more than said.  No one wants to be ac-
cused of not wanting to help those with problems of one sort 
or another:  the homeless, the ill, the recovering substance 
abusers, the children of neglect and god knows what. 

On the other hand, no one wants the residential qual-
ity of a neighborhood to be changed by the existence of 
buildings which may not be properly landscaped, are noisy 
with confrontations, visited by drug dealers, burdened with 
parked cars spilling over into swales, and inhabited by folks 
who really have too many other problems to care about the 
neighborhood. These facilities are usually placed in our neigh-
borhoods so that their “residents” can feel “normal.” 

For those reasons, certain ordinances have been enacted. 
For example, a Social Service Residential Facility (SSRF) may 
not occupy a site within 1500 feet of another SSRF or Day 
Care Facility.  The property must be zoned to accept an SSRF 
and properly licensed.  The ULDR Code (ULDR 47:281) clearly 

SSRF’s are often disguised and can look normal to the 
casual observer as belonging in the neighborhood. But live 
next to one, and your opinion may change. 
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greed, money and political prestige as-
sociated with career politicians.    

Who are the players involved with 
the destruction of Florida and the total 
disregard of all people who live here?  
Lobbyists in Tallahassee have spent mil-
lions trying to support the misguided 
concepts of how to earn greater profits 
at the expense of others.  

Listed here are the corporations that 
pay the “Vultures” circling our Legisla-
tors:

The Big Sugar Industry that 
earns millions in free tax money 
from Federal subsidies and is the 
major polluter of our Everglades 
water systems.
Associated Industries of Florida, 
which is the state’s main busi-
ness lobby supported in part by 
various developers.
Major Phosphate Mining Com-
panies and Paper Mills.

At a time, with the present water 
crisis, the campaign to pollute all our 
waterways has taken a “bull in the china 
shop,” type of approach to achieve its 
brainless goals. Our own state Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection has 
failed in its duty to protect the Environ-
mental health of Florida. 

By reclassifying canals to ditches, 
the DEP set up a new system for pol-
lutants entering our waterways thereby 
ultimately turning them into open sew-
ers void of any marine life and danger-
ous to humans coming into physical 
contact with the water.  Under the new 
system, the special interest groups will 
be allowed to increase the amounts of 
pollutants into our waterways instead 
of being held responsible to clean up 
their poisonous mixtures of chemical 
contaminants.  The DEP will allow com-
panies to dump much heavier mixtures 
of contaminants into our waterways. 
Remember the so called plan of our 
local officials to dump treated sewer-
age effluent into our canals to aid our 
sagging drinkable water supply?  Stay 
tuned.  You will see this brainless plan 
once more be pushed to the forefront. 

•

•

•

Reclassifying Canals to Ditches - Continued from page 1

The DEP has not set any prede-
termined limits yet on how much 
more chemical poisons can be put in 
our waterways. Here are some of the 
chemicals being allowed now into our 
waterways:

Benzene, Arsenic
Methylene Chloride
Chloroform
Mercury, Lead, Copper
Nickel, Arsenic
PCB’s
Pesticides, Fertilizers
Treated sewerage effluent
Dildrin, Toxaphene

The list goes on and on and just 
makes you sick to think that our own 
DEP is willing to allow more of the 
same to be dumped into all our wa-
terways.  

It is time that our state and federal 
regulators stop looking the other way 
and start doing their job.  We have a 
new batch of politicians in office that 
promised to help the people of Florida 
to maintain and improve their “Qual-
ity of Life.”  Now is the time for them 
to show courage, fortitude and the 
backbone to stand up and be count-
ed!  They must stop the special interest 
groups from polluting our waterways 
and running roughshod over all Florid-
ians in their quest for higher profits.  

Our own DEP has been 
turned into a tool for them to 
achieve their set goals regard-
less of the consequences.  We 
can do our part by contacting 
our representatives in the state 
and federal levels to do their job 
and represent the people.  Write, 
Email and phone your political 
appointees and demand that 
they take action and keep our 
waterways clean.  

Don’t let the special interest 
groups ruin our “Quality of Life.”  

Join local and state groups 
to fight and put pressure where 

it counts to stop this waterway fiasco 
before it becomes reality. 

Editor’s note: 
 Our mayor oversees Fort Lauder-

dale and its 200 miles of canals and 
waterways. Mayor Naugle has not 
done anything to stop this pending 
legislation. 

Our City Commissioner, Christine 
Teel has also done nothing about this. 
They beg us during their election cam-
paigns to vote for them so they can 
lead us. Shouldn’t they provide leader-
ship on keeping our canals clean? 

Mayor Naugle and Commissioner 
Teel can be reached at (954) 828-5003. 
Ellyn Bogdanoff, our District 92 State 
Representative can be reached at (954) 
762-3657.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

BONJOUR – KONNICHIWA – OLA - MERHABA 
WE NEED A PLACE TO STAY! 

Do you have a family with children? 
Expose them to different cultures and languages! 

 Are you retired, the kids are out of the house and
it’s getting a little quiet?
Use the spare bedroom for a student! 

 Need some extra $?
Hosting a student will benefit both of you! 

We are looking for hosts for foreign students 
coming here to study English! 

You chose the nationality, age, sex and length 
of stay that fits best with your lifestyle! 

Contact Barbara Halwa 
at 954 331 3108 or bhalwa@studygroup.com

FSL Foundation 
301 East Las Olas Blvd., 6th floor 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33301 

YOU KNOW SOMEBODY 
WOULD WOULD BE  

A GREAT HOST? 
Get a $ 100 referral bonus! 

Our lovely homes on beautiful canals could 
be looking at more pollution including treated 
sewage.
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Time & Paradise
“This time, like all times, is a very 

good one, if we but know what to do 
with it”

Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882)

In researching this article about so 
large a topic I found that in this limited 
space the most useful purpose should 

be to provide advice from the ages that 
would help the reader make better use 
of life’s allotted time, also, that the read-
er might find motivation to act in a way 
that rewards him by better use of time. 

We all know what time is and that 
it moves at its own pace without regard 
to our schedules. While time does not 
change speed we know that painful 
times seem to move slowly and pleasur-
able times seem to move too quickly. 
We cannot stop time nor go back in 
time but we can learn in time and po-
sition ourselves to get the most out of 
it.  Time will go on. We will not. Our 
time here can be longer than average 
or unexpectedly short so if we are to get 
the most out of life, planning must oc-

cur. Time’s real value is in how well we 
plan to use it. 

Mankind has studied time through-
out history in part to understand his 
present life and to help predict and un-
derstand events in the future.  No doubt 
that the search for satisfaction in life has 
been a priority as well. Time gives us a 
beginning and an end and it is up to 
us to fill up the time meaningfully in be-
tween.  We know when time begins for 
us but we do not know exactly when it 
will end. How we use time affects every 
aspect of life especially our dreams and 
aspirations.  Life will bring unexpected 
changes and we must learn to adjust 
and even grow as a result of them. Those 
who are not self directed will experience 
less control of their lives and events and 
must accept whatever comes their way.  
Consequently there will be little time left 
to focus on dreams. Throughout his-
tory respected writers and philosophers 
have thought deeply about the subject 
of time and have provided us with their 
thoughts. Their contemplations about 
time seem as relevant today as back 
when. Read on to see their ideas con-
cerning time and how we might benefit 
from their sage advice.

Take time to learn about 
yourself

“Time is the school in which we 
learn, Time is the fire in which we 
burn.”

(Delmore Schwartz) (1913-1966)

“Dost thou love life, do not squan-
der time; for that’s the stuff life is made 
of”.  

And “Lost time is never found 
again”

Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790)

While life isn’t to be hurried there is 
a strong need to hone our efforts to use 

our time wisely so that we arrive at a 
destination later in life that greatly satis-
fies us. It takes time to learn what we 
really want out of life and then to take 
valuable time to educate ourselves along 
those narrowed lines and build the skills 
necessary for real accomplishment. We 
need to develop a core guiding vision 
in our life based on our interests, needs 
and obligations.  This is a trial and error 
period in everyone’s life and the time 
will not be spent perfectly. It is critical 
to take time to learn about ourselves so 
that we do not make too many wrong 
turns in life and avoid the “… burn“  of 
complete failure later. 

Failure will happen and does teach 
valuable lessons so the time is not alto-
gether wasted. Repeated failure where 
nothing was learned from the experi-
ence is truly wasted time.  Life will be 
a continuation of that learning process.  
We need to feel accomplishment in our 
present lives and a sense that our time 
was well spent when we reflect back. 
Though it may not be apparent in our 
youth a balanced sense of contribution 
to oneself, our families and our fellow 
man will be important later in life.

Take time to take care of 
yourself.

“If I had known I was going to live 
this long I would have taken better care 
of myself” Eubie Blake (1883-1983)

Humorously Blake is telling us it is 
important to take the time to take care 
of ourselves. Little else can be accom-
plished if we are not healthy. Exercise 
your mind and body.  Do not leave your 
well being to luck. Build techniques to 
reduce unnecessary stress we all feel 
in our daily lives. If you need to solve a 
problem do so. Decide what is really im-
portant to you and let other stressful sit-
uations take care of themselves.  Don’t 
form poor health habits that have been 
well documented to shorten your life.  If 
you have formed unhealthy habits plan 
to quit, weakness is not a good use of 
time.  Do not be destructive to yourself, 
you will be ashamed later.  Taking care 
of you, mentally and physically, is critical 
to a long, healthy and happy life.  In ad-
dition to just feeling better and having 
more energy for life you will feel a great 
sense of accomplishment later at having 
taken care of yourself.

Take time for opportunity, 
choices and focus

“Time is that within there is oppor-
tunity, and opportunity is that wherein 
there is no great time.” 

Hippocrates
(c 460-377 b.c.)

Go, sir, gallop, and don’t forget that 
the world was made in six days. You can 
ask for anything you like, except time. 

Napoleon 1 (Bonaparte) 
(1769-1821)

“Time of life is short; to spend that 
shortness basely were too long”

Shakespeare (1564-1616)

“Never before have we had so little 
time to do so much

Franklin Roosevelt (1882-1945) 

 It is tempting to go many colorful 
directions at the same time but this will 
not allow much time to focus on what 
ultimately is real in life. Nor will we have 
time to meet important responsibilities 
and attend to our dreams and aspira-
tions. There are more opportunities 
observed Hippocrates than could be 
adequately pursued in his day. While 
we must be flexible in selecting oppor-
tunities we cannot waste time on too 
many.  

Roosevelt was a war time presi-
dent and cautions us that we must also 
make uncomfortable commitments of 
our time to causes not of our making in 
order to ensure a better world for our-
selves and others later.

Distractions in modern life are ev-
erywhere.  And there isn’t time to fol-
low through on every opportunity. We 
must make the most of the time we 
have, there simply isn’t more. We must 
know ourselves well enough to seek 
out and accept the correct opportuni-
ties in life that will benefit us the most. 
To get traction in life we must make in-
telligent choices well in advance of their 
full outcome and the ones we make 
will have lifelong consequences like the 
choice of a spouse, career, good and 
bad habits and whatever else we elect 
to spend time on.  Lack of focus wastes 
time.  Shakespeare hints strongly at the 
regret that will fill the empty space of 
poor choices.

Take time for your career

“Keep interested in your own career, 
however humble;

it is a real possession in the chang-
ing fortunes of time”

Max Ehrmann (1872-1945)

During our prime years we will 
spend on average half our waking hours 
involved with a job or career.  That is a 
lot of time.  There is no known formula 
for choosing the perfect career.  But if 
you love something enough to be good 
at it perhaps that is where to begin look-
ing for a career idea. It is important that 
we do what we enjoy and appreciate 
as our chosen work.   There should be 

EDITOR’S NOTE:

Ernest Kelley is a former Fort Lau-
derdalian who decided to get out of the 
“rat race.” His adventures aboard his 44 
foot catamaran, Lauren Grace, have tak-
en him and his wife, Charlene, to South 
Africa, the Bahamas, Cuba, Jamaica and 
the entire east coast of the U.S.  Most  
recently, he has cruised southward all 
along the Mexican and Latin American 
coasts to Columbia.

He is preparing for a Panama Canal  
transit enroute to Ecuador and the Gala-
pagos Islands. Is Tahiti next? Ernest’s let-
ters from paradise will be published in 
the City News.

This month, Ernest waxes poetic 
about how we moderns spend and frit-
ter away our time.

THE CONUNDRUM OF PARADISE
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ENSURING EASY 
ACCESS TO ALL

By Kristin Jacobs
Broward County Commission – 

District 2

According to the 2000 U.S. Cen-
sus, nearly one 
in five people 
above the age 
of five live with a 
disability which 
substantially im-
pacts their way 
of life.  Nation-
ally, this means 
19 percent of 
the population is 
dealing with a physical, mental or sen-
sory condition which limits their activi-
ties.  In Broward County the percentage 
of individuals dealing with a disability is 
even higher than the national average 
and affects nearly 23 percent of our resi-
dents. As our population continues to 
age the number of individuals with dis-
abilities is expected to accelerate.

The Disability Affairs Section of Bro-
ward County’s Equal Opportunity is 
charged with ensuring the County’s 
compliance with the 
Americans with Disabil-
ities Act (ADA) as well 
as other state and lo-
cal regulations govern-
ing equal access for the 
disabled.  It is the policy 
of the Broward County 
Commission to ensure 
our services, programs 
and communications 
are readily accessible 
and usable by individ-
uals with disabilities.  

One example of the types of design 
and construction modifications put in 
place to assist those with disabilities 
can be found at Fort Lauderdale/Hol-
lywood International Airport.  As one 
of Broward County’s busiest public op-
erations, serving more than 1.8 million 
passengers in February alone, special 
care was taken at the Airport to assist 
Broward’s disabled travelers.  Standard 
accommodations for disabled residents 
at the Airport include parking spaces 
and parking for high-top vans.  In ad-
dition, all of us benefit from the installa-
tion of elevators, automatic doors, curb 
cuts, ramps and level entrances which 
allow easier access to the garages and 
terminals.  And, of course we are all fa-
miliar with wheelchair-accessible rest-
rooms.  

Many other modifications made to 
the facility to ensure safe, convenient 
and easy access for travelers with dis-

pride in even the simplest of professions.  
Select an area that will hold ones inter-
est and will also allow for growth of the 
mind and improved ability.  Continuous 
personal and professional development 
insures a more interesting career.  

Take time to be happy

“The time to be happy is now,
  The place to be happy is here,
 The way to be happy is to make  

 others so.”
Robert Green Ingersoll (1833-1899)

It is important that we find a way 
to be happy now even though the hard 
work of preparing for even greater sat-
isfaction and happiness later is taking 
place.  Simpler inexpensive pleasures 
during these times will likely be reflected 
upon as having been some of the best in 
our lives.  Many a successful adult at the 
peak of their career will have a happy 
story or two of the poor but good old 
days.  This is a great time to build friend-
ships and family ties doing life’s simpler 
things.  Happiness is a state of mind and 
can be found all around us even during 
stressful times.  No one I know who ar-
dently searched for happiness failed to 
find it. 

Take time to love

“The best portion of a good man’s 
life, His little, nameless, unremembered 
acts of kindness and of love.”

William Wordsworth (1770-1850)

Caring for and loving others is vital 
to a fulfilled life and should be high on 
our list of activities. I find no greater use 
of my time than to spend it with and 
doing for others. This area is hugely ne-
glected in too many lives and seems to 
cause the greatest sadness for elders, 
who for one reason or another, regret 
they did not spend more time with their 
loved ones and now time is nearly up.  
Simply put if you love them tell them 
and tell them often. They will respond 
favorably and admire your strength in 
doing so. 

We have a great need for love and 
attention.  I am convinced that the pet 
explosion in our country comes from the 
need to be loved without condition and 
for some it does not otherwise exist.  

Pets take us at who we are and pro-
vide pure love fulfilling that basic need.  
The happiest people we see are those 
who are able to ignore the weaknesses 
in others and freely give their love and 
time.  Giving our love to others is medi-
cally proven to reduce stress and high 
blood pressure on both sides of the 
equation.  You will learn a great deal of 
satisfying things about yourself and life 
in this process. Remember life is a con-
tinuous learning process and loving and 
giving is time well spent.

Take time to laugh, 
long and hard

“No man who has once heartily 
and wholly laughed can be altogether 
irreclaimably bad.”

Thomas Carlyle (1795-1881)

All of our time cannot be spent on 
meeting responsibility. There must be 
time for relaxation, renewal and much 
laughter. Do we not gravitate to the 
funny people at a gathering? They 
make us laugh and that feels good. The 
person with all that humor has figured 
out a thing or two including how much 
pleasure he gets out of making others 
laugh.  It’s a healthy use of time.  Ev-
eryone benefits.  Laughter can change 
ones perspective in an instant and pro-
vide pleasing memories for later.  Laugh-
ter is also medically connected to longer 
life in part because it helps us relax and 
reduce stress. 

Life holds many other challenges 
and rewards if we handle time well. We 
must use our time effectively on many 
more things than can be covered here. It 
is evident that respected people of ages 
past were searching for the same life 
satisfaction we are looking for today. So 
take time to listen to those who traveled 
the road before. They have developed a 
reverence for time and can give advice 
that will save us precious time and en-
lighten us as to what is ahead. They will 
respect you for your wisdom too.

 We must be patient with ourselves, 
it teaches perseverance in this ongoing 
learning process.  Fulfillment in life de-
mands our wise use of time. Though 
we are all a work in progress tomorrow 
should find you further than today.  We 
must search for the things and people 
who make us happy.  Gross material-
ism and self centered behavior leave us 
feeling empty and are poor uses of our 
time. Loving, sharing and helping oth-
ers along the way are the best uses of 
our time. 

Others need you and in time you 
will know the value of your smiling pres-
ence in other peoples’ lives. 

If you have been stirred by any of 
the observations here and would like 
more information you may contact me 
via e-mail …..kelleyfamily@att.net.

Ernie Kelley, Captain of the Lauren 
Grace. Presently lying in Panama.

abilities are invisible to the casual ob-
server.  An innovative parking lot entry 
system records vehicle information via 
a speakerphone, allowing passengers 
with upper body mobility limitations ac-
cess to lots without pulling out a ticket.  
Once inside, push-button emergency 
call boxes are located throughout the 
garage for immediate assistance.  Eleva-
tor control panels are lower and incor-
porate Braille.  

Restrooms throughout the Airport 
are ADA-complaint with widened stalls, 
more accessible sinks and extended 
handles for the disabled.  Boarding ar-
eas for terminal shuttle buses are located 
close to disabled parking spaces.  And, 
shuttle buses are wheelchair-accessible 
and operate 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week.  

Passenger services in all four ter-
minals include visual paging monitors 
for the hearing-impaired.  These moni-
tors are located on both levels of the 
terminals and it is easy to arrange for 
a message display through a centrally 
located Communications Center.  Am-
plified telephones are located in each 
ticket lobby, airline concourse and bag-
gage claim areas.  TTY phones for pas-
sengers with hearing and speech im-
pairments are available in each terminal 
building and the Hibiscus Garage and 

all but two public phone 
banks.  Courtesy phone 
boards with TTY phones 
are located in all baggage 
claim areas.  The phone 
connects callers to the 
Florida Relay Service and 
provides Directory Assis-
tance.  

The County Com-
mission is committed to 
providing superior ser-
vice at all of our facilities 

and to each one of the 21 million trav-
elers passing through Fort Lauderdale/
Hollywood International Airport each 
year.  We are especially proud of the 
level of service we provide to our dis-
abled guests.  As an added service for 
everyone – volunteer, red-jacketed Am-
bassadors are available throughout the 
Airport to respond to questions asked 
by travelers and those waiting for an ar-
riving passenger.  

For more information on these or 
other services provided by the Broward 
County Commission please give me a 
call at 954-357-7002 or send a quick 
note via email to kjacobs@broward.
org.

If you need information on contact-
ing your state officials or have questions 
on this important debate, please give 
me a call anytime at 954-357-7002.  I 
am also available electronically at kja-
cobs@broward.org
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Mario’s Catalina—
FOR CREATIVE SPANISH - 

CUBAN CUISINE

By Rob Lowenberg

This week I’m playing host to a 
friend, the wife of a well-known singer, 
who came in from Europe to start a 
messy divorce process.  After she spent 
a few days with attorneys, it was time 
for us to have a night out.  We needed 
an upbeat place, and I thought about 
driving down to Calle Ocho.  But that 
isn’t necessary since we have Mario’s 
Catalina Restaurant close by.

It only takes one visit to become 
Mario’s friend.  He’s probably the most 

adept and gracious restaurateur in the 
area. The intimate welcome could be 
misinterpreted as gushing, but it’s gen-
uine and puts us at ease, setting the 
mood for the meal. And that’s what sets 
Catalina apart from others, a true caring 
and hospitable host.

 
We were seated near the small bar 

area at a linen covered table.  The menu 
is extensive, with both traditional and 
creative Spanish - Cuban cuisine. At 
Mario’s suggestion, we started with the 
house Sangria and appetizer platter to 
share.    

Our waiter was attentive, friendly 
and unobtrusive.  We asked questions 
about a couple of the dishes and he ex-
plained them as if he was the chef.  We 
decided on plantain crusted snapper 
and roasted grilled pork, with a reas-
suring nod from Mario.  It was a hard 
decision considering the skirt steak, and 
other chicken, seafood and meat dish-
es.  The entrees were exceptional; each 
special request was executed perfectly 

without a fuss. The servings are almost 
too large to finish off, but I like the chal-
lenge. Condiments and side dishes de-
liver all the classic flavors, subtly spiced, 
not to overpower the quality meats and 
seafood.   

Even though we were full from the 
appetizers and main course, what’s a fi-
esta without dessert? We tried mango 
cheesecake and as if a traditional tres 
leches isn’t rich enough, we tried the 
house version – quarto leches, rich, 
smooth and decadent. The types of  
desserts that make you swear to go to 
the gym an  extra night that week.

Later in the evening, a few couples 
came in for coffee and dessert, seated 
outside in a small tented courtyard and 

a couple tables on the front patio facing 
Federal Highway.    

Overall, this is one of the area’s best 
restaurants.  I would attribute that to 
the watchful eye of the owner and the 
genuine care in which everything is pre-
pared and delivered. The fare is authen-
tic and the atmosphere is comfortable. 

Mario’s Catalina 
1661 N. Federal Highway.  
Call for dinner reservations (954) 

563-4141, lunch and dinner weekdays, 
Sat & Sun. dinner only, valet and self 
parking. 

About the author:

Rob’s background includes years 
spent working onboard cruise ships. He 
now consults on menus and hospitality 
management, along with working with 
a few celebrity chefs.  

Feel free to contact him with com-
ments or tips on interesting restaurants, 
Rob33301@hotmail.com.

Restaurant Review
SABA Unveils Art 
Banner Project

           by Jeryl Madfis

The South Andrews Business Asso-
ciation is delighted to display their “Fan-
tasy Fish” Public Art Banner Project. We 
had a variety of schools and age groups 
throughout Broward County partici-
pate in this very exciting project. They 
include: Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, 
Sagemont Upper School, West Lake Pre-
patory, Summit – Questa Montessori, 
and FAU Graphic Design Class. Addi-
tionally we had three elderly organiza-
tions participate, and some businesses 
including Expresso Coffee and The Mad-
fis Group.

SABA has 75 banners, 36’ x 60’, 
all original pieces of art line the South 
Andrews corridor from north of Davie 
Boulevard and extend south of State 
Road 84.  The banners will be displayed 
through the end of May.

Thanks to our sponsors: Broward 
General Medical Center, South Andrews 
Business Association, Walker Canvas, 
Miller Paint and Trans State Commercial 
Realty.     

The South Andrews Business Associ-
ation is creating ways to bring our com-
munity together while creating part-
nerships and impacting our Andrews 
Avenue neighborhood.  The “Fantasy 
Fish” theme came from our partnership 
with Broward General Medical Center 
as the Children’s Hospital has an aquatic 
theme.

 
South Andrews Business Asso-

ciation - better known as SABA – was 
formed in 2001 as a positive force shap-
ing the changes occurring along South 
Andrews Avenue.  Our main goal is to 
evolve South Andrews Avenue into a 
pedestrian friendly destination spot. For 
more information, contact Jeryl Madfis, 
Executive Director of South Andrews 
Business Association @ 954-463-0833, 
or email jmadfis@madfisgroup.com. 
Visit or web site at www.southandrews.
org. 

Additional pictures are available 
upon request.  Thank you. 

You are invited to be a part of this new 
publication dedicated to Fort Lauderdale!

The Fort Lauderdale City News is a new home for your voice 
to be heard in the city. If you have an article you want to write 
about life in the city call me, Steve Kelley, at (954) 564-1308 and 
let’s discuss it. Or, simply email it to the address shown below.

This publication is for us and by us; 

this is your chance to have a seat at the table.

Sun-Sentinel won’t publish your “letter to the editor?” 
Send it to me, Steve Kelley at steve@citynewsfl.com 
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The Frederick Goldstein The Frederick Goldstein 
CollectionCollection

Grace Café and Gallery - 49 North Federal HighwayGrace Café and Gallery - 49 North Federal Highway
Dania Beach, Florida - 954.921.1231Dania Beach, Florida - 954.921.1231

www.gracecafeandgalleries.comwww.gracecafeandgalleries.com

Original Oil Paintings and SculpturesOriginal Oil Paintings and Sculptures
Opening Reception May 3, 2007Opening Reception May 3, 2007

6:30 – 10:00 p.m.6:30 – 10:00 p.m.

Arts ShowcaseArts Showcase Dedicated to
the Arts

Welcome to the 
Arts Showcase!

Beginning with this issue, FLCN 
brings you a monthly menu of delights 
to feed your artistic tastes! Our goal is 

The Lowdown on 
Lowbrow Art…

by Vena
At the very 

mention of the 
term “Lowbrow 
art” I usually elicit 
the same reaction; 
blank stare and 
pursed lips. The 
ironic thing is that 
most people have 
come in contact 
with Lowbrow art 
and don’t even re-
alize it. In fact, I re-
cently delivered a 
speech and slide-
show presenta-
tion on Lowbrow 
art and when I 
was finished the 
majority of the 
audience excitedly 
told me, “We’ve 
seen images like 
that before and 
didn’t know that it was Lowbrow art!”

As defined by Wikipedia.com, the 
term, Lowbrow art, is meant to be a self-
depreciating reaction to the term and at-
titude of “Highbrow art”. Much like the 

Fauvists (a French term for wild beasts), 
Lowbrow art speaks of the masses in-
stead of the wealthy. Its artists express 
themselves through counterculture 
and pop icons. Glen Barr paints pixie-

type pin-up girls 
lounging around 
in skuzzy ho-
tel rooms, neon 
lights illuminat-
ing barren park-
ing lots. The Pizz 
paints menacing 
tiki-headed men 
pushing speed 
limits in outra-
geous hot rods. 
Shag paints James 
Bond type folks, 
consuming exotic 
cocktails and lis-
tening to jazz sur-
rounded by ultra 
modern interiors. 
Shepard Fairy cre-
ated the richly 
graphic “Walk the 
Line” movie post-
er. You’ll also find 
a plethora of car-

toon characters, tattoos, skulls, graffiti 
and retro imagery.

Lowbrow art was catapulted into 
mainstream popularity with the publica-
tion of Juxtapoz Magazine. A magazine 

to support the arts by promoting local 
talent and the venues that provide ac-
cess to creative works, and by honoring 
those arts leaders who are instrumental 
in the cultural development of our city.

For our artists, our editorial content 
offers guidance on selling art and man-
aging their art as a true business that 
earns a meaningful income.

For our performing artists, we pro-
vide suggestions and opportunities on 
breaking into or advancing in the the-
atre, music and film industries.

Our Arts Showcase will feature valu-
able listings of the resources artists need 
to practice their creative pursuits.

Come Aboard!

Submit your ideas, comments and 
suggestions to Arts Showcase: 

monica@citynewsfl.com. this is 
your interactive forum for creative ex-
pression!

Send us your images and articles for 
consideration for publication. E-mail us 
your press release or notification of up-
coming events.

Advertise!

FLCN “Arts Showcase” is made pos-
sible only by the support of our advertis-
ers. Help us to make the arts accessible 
to our community!

Artists!

Reach private collectors, galleries, 
interior designers, art in public places 
decision-makers, booking agents and 
directors.

If your business markets to the arts 
community - art & framing supplies, 
cameras, video equipment, electronics, 
computers, musical instruments and 
performance costumes, or caters to ar-
tistic tastes - be a part of targeted ad-
vertising section. Call Monica A. Harris 
(954) 588-4970.

SUPPORT OUR 
ART-VERTISERS!

Artwork by April Anselona, 
(954) 328-7578, aprilart@aol.com

created by a Lowbrow artist himself, 
Robert Williams. Juxtapoz is currently 
listed as the second most popular sell-
ing art magazine in the US, according 
to about.com/arthistory 101. The 
imagery of Lowbrow art with 
its broad appeal and graphic 
natures lends itself to be easily 
reproduced and merchandized. 
You can find it just about every-
where; clothing, greeting cards, 
jewelry, journals, specialty toys, 
sneakers, purses and the list goes 
on. So look around a little and 
you’ll find that you’re exposed to 
Lowbrow imagery everywhere! 
And the next time you hear the 

term Lowbrow art, your eyes will light 
up and you’ll smile knowingly.

Vena can be reached at 
vena511@yahoo.com
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“The Art of Being “The Art of Being 
There”There”

           By Monica Adele Harris

As you first absorb the serene wa-
tercolor portraits of hushed courtyards, 
flowery terraces, jovial sailboats perched 
in dry dock, it seems incongruous that 
John Bowen began his career as a mili-

tary combat illustrator during Vietnam. 
Yet a closer study reveals an absence of 
people in Bowen’s work. (Thus the lack 
of drama?) 

We are instead transported to quiet 
front porches, romantic patios and beck-
oning gardens. John Bowen’s meticu-
lous attention to detail in an unforgiving 
medium belies the control once applied 
to capturing special field ops providing 
supplies for Americans and allies while 
serving in the 834 Air Division. 

For the past three decades John has 
supported his artistic passion by earn-
ing a secure income through graphic 
production at two of South Florida’s 
primary newspapers. In his personal life  
he practices the modesty of a monk, de-
voting most of his time to creating and 
marketing his artwork.

He is affiliated with several promi-
nent Florida galleries and a frequent ex-
hibitor at local and regional art fairs.

John Bowen has a commitment to 
keeping Florida history alive:”I believe in 
keeping history alive by both painting it 
and helping to preserve it.” As a mem-
ber of the Vizcayans (Vizcaya Museum 
and Gardens, Miami,) he has donated 

artwork and limited edition prints from 
his “Vizcaya Collection” to the preserva-
tion Board.

Over the years he has been in-
volved with other historical sites located 
around South Florida. He has participat-

ed in charity exhibitions at the Bonnet 
House, juried art shows for the Old Da-
vie Schoolhouse Project and a one-man 
exhibit at the Fort Lauderdale Historical 
Society.

John has been a signature mem-
ber of the Florida Watercolor and Gold 
Coast Watercolor Societies. His work has 
been published in “Watercolor Magic” 
and “American Artist” magazines.

Commissions for home and yacht 
portraits accepted. Contact: John Bow-
en, (954) 370-2061. www.jbowen-
artist@aol.com/johnbowenwatercolor-
ist.com.

BUYING YOUR BEST 
SCHOT

The Grand Opening of the James 
Schot Gallery & Photo Studio brought 
out an assortment of discriminating col-
lectors and arts aficionados who stud-
ied the diverse collections of works by 
Schot, Allan Teger, Jor Gemignani, John 
McDermott and renowned “Official 
Wildlife Photographer of Florida,” Alan 
S. Maltz.

The distinction between commer-
cial photography and fine art photogra-
phy is best stated in Schot’s own words: 
“I make photos; I don’t just take them.” 
His previsioning approach is expressed 

in his collection of sensual nudes emerg-
ing from real sand, as an archeologist 
might discover them. “Fossils” impounds 
the imagination.

World-traveller Schot has created a 
gallery that exposes distinct styles in a 
harmonious way. Attention to lighting, 
space and flooring comprise a viewing 
arena that invites the intrigued to linger 
and enjoy the original perspectives of-
fered. In fact, many of the guests stayed 
on, listening to the live jazz duo and 
sipping wine provided through Bispo’s 
Cellar.

If you missed the  opening, be sure  
to visit this exhibit before the end of 
May.

Spacious Photo Gallery 

Showing top art 
photographers & Hi-tech 

photo studio serving all your 
photography needs

2800 N. Federal Hwy., 
Ft. Lauderdale 

(Across from Best Buy) 
954) 564-1112

www.jamesschotgallerystudio.com

OPENING EXHIBIT 
THROUGH MAY 

31, 2007

Featuring the 
original works of:

 Alan S. Maltz
Allan Teger

Joe Gemignani
John McDermott

James Schot
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    by Monica Adele Harris

Art is not a spectator sport. You are 
required to engage in the artistic experi-
ence- to bring to it, and get from it, all 
that you are 
and ever hope 
to be. The 
transcendent 
rhythm of art 
demands that 
you “tune in” 
to yourself, 
discovering 
the emotions 
that impact 
your sensi-
bilities and the 
thoughts that drive them. But the pow-
er of art - be it visual, tactile or perfor-
mance-  also takes you out of yourself, 
on a perceptual journey that sometimes 
disturbs, but always enriches as it deliv-
ers you to shores far from the constric-
tions of who you were and how you felt 
yesterday.

From high end to “low brow,” Fort 
Lauderdale offers a palate of eclectic 
styles to indulge in. An afternoon en-
gagement in the galleries of Las Olas 
Boulevard...an all-nighter at the hot 
spots for live jazz, blues, reggae, rap and 
latin music...a black tie and long, black 
gloves eve at the theatre... a blue jean 
and high tops n.j.r. for comic relief. It’s 
all right here in the heart of the city!

Become a part of the arts revolution 
waging battle against the stagnation 
of conventionality. Dare to risk expos-
ing yourself to expressions of truths that 
might well upset your apple cart of the 
familiar, but promise a refreshing dip 
into the deep waters of creative inspira-
tion that is certain to awaken your soul. 
Bravo the arts!

ARTSERVE: The 
Artists’ Hub

Located in what was once Ft. 
Lauderdale’s main library at 1350 
East Sunrise Blvd. is THE vital resource 
for local artists: ArtServe. Here is a 
multi-purpose auditorium, art gallery, 
dance studio, artist resident space, a 
business & computer center and three 
conference rooms.

Membership is a must for work-
ing artists, offering the opportunity to 
show, network and receive discount 
admission to educational seminars, 
workshops and presentations.

Monthly shows at the attractive 
facility are open to the public and ag-
gressively marketed through multi-
media to optimize visibility for mem-
ber-artists.

ArtServe also operates a gallery in 
the high-traffic lobby of the new Main 
Library downtown, where it also pres-
ents “Arts EXPRESS,” a free performing 
arts series on the third Tuesday of each 
month at 5 pm.

In a collaborative partnership 
with The Atlantic Hotel & Spa on Ft. 
Lauderdale Beach, “Exploring World 
Experiences” presents member visual 
and performance artists quarterly, 
with an opening reception for guests 
of this extraordinary venue, commu-
nity leaders and arts patrons.

Join Today! www.artserve.org
(954) 462-8190

WWW: SOURIS THIS!
culturalconnection.org

The Ins & OUTS OF ARTThe Ins & OUTS OF ART
ART WITHOUT 
THE ATTITUDE
Friday the 13th  of April marked 

the 6th event since the grand open-
ing of “Uncommonstock Gallery” at 
their new location on east Commer-
cial Blvd.  on Friday the 13th of last 
October.

Michael Colanero proves his com-
mitment to supporting local artists by 
hosting events on the second Friday 
of every month. He draws a loyal fol-
lowing of art lovers and art buyers 
who return again and again to dis-
cover what fresh talent is being fea-
tured.

The events are a delightful al-
ternative to the “stuffy” pretense of 
high-ticket galleries. There is always 
a friendly, welcoming atmosphere, 
gourmet goodies, good wine and live 
music.

April’s opening showcased Mi-
chael’s own cutting-edge digital pho-
to/art, as well as the works of several 
established and emerging artists, in-
cluding Bonnie Mc Cabe and the lus-
cious nudes of Larry Schultz. 

The evening starred the enchant-
ing and beautiful Miriam Leah, whose 
arias held the crowd captive, won-
dering how such powerful vocalsies 
could arise from such a petite form?

Mark your cultural calendar for 
Friday, May 11th for the next “Un-
common” presentation!

www.uncommonstock.net

ACOUSTIC JUICE & 
JAM

Highlight your weekends with 
the unplugged, up close and personal 
sounds of Bill Cerney @ Red’s Lounge, 
just south of Commercial Blvd. and one 
block west of Federal Hwy.  

Cerney fans crowd this intimate na-
tive watering hole on Friday & Saturday 

nights from 9pm-2am to listen to and 
request pop favourites from the past 
four decades to the present. Cerney’s

renditions of rock classics delight 
his appreciative audience. His masterful 
touch on 6 and 12 string guitars is of-
ten complemented by the vocals, flute 
and bass accompaniment of Domenic 
Trotto.

Jovial barkeep “Al” sits in on drums 
between servings. You never know who 
will drop in to join the jam with Cerney, 
a highly respected “working musician,” 
whose talent and warmth will make a 
regular out of you, too!

If you like “smoker-friendly” environ-
ments, ”Red’s” is a cut above the rest. 
But even if you don’t, the quality of live 
music is worth coming out for.

For performance schedule updates 
contact Bill Cerney: (954) 478-3938.

Turn on,
Tune in,

Tune up your 
inner ear at

WLRN, 91.3 FM

Arts Beat On Friday 
at 1 PMArtwork by April Anselona, 

(954) 328-7578, aprilart@aol.com
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states that SSRFs are “distinguished from 
hotels, motels and apartments which 
are residences that offer living accom-
modations to the general public and 
serve no special group, nor offer special 
or personal services.”

Admittedly, Social Service Residen-
tial Facilities are sometimes hard put to 
find a place to locate.  They need a site 
which is affordable.  You won’t find any 
SSRFs in Las Olas and Coral Ridge. Try 
to put one in Seven Isles and you’ll have 
38 lawsuits before you can say “Metha-
done’s On!”

They need a site which will encour-
age their clients to rehabilitate. Most 
SSRFs (historically) have been located in 
neighborhoods where zoning is mixed, 
especially along major through roads.  
The SSRFs were placed, generally, before 
gentrification of these areas began.  As 
gentrification began, residents realized 
their neighborhoods were burdened 
with too many SSRFs, and frequently, 
they were too close together.

SSRFs are not noticed much if they 
are well-run. An Archways facility lo-
cated in Lake Ridge is a good example.  
The facility houses folks who are “not 
rowdy, do not roam the streets at night, 
nor drink publicly,” in the words of one 
Lake Ridge resident. 

It is when there is a problem that 
the story gets interesting.

Let’s imagine there is a facility in 
your neighborhood that is noisy, poorly 
landscaped, uses other buildings within 
the 1500-foot limit, or perhaps you’re 
just wondering if the place is licensed 
and occupying a properly zoned lot.

Code people admit that there are a 
number of apartments that are used as 
“halfway houses” for progressing clients 
of an SSRF.  These people are still receiv-
ing services.  A person walking in off the 
street asking to rent an apartment is re-
fused.  Often these “apartment” houses 
are within 1500 feet of the main facility 
(not legal).  But, Code officers say, “This 
illegal use is very difficult to prove.”   
Why?

When asked for a list of all the SSRFs 
currently operating in Fort Lauderdale, 
the Occupational License Department 
of the City produces a list of 23 address-
es.  There seem to be many omissions.  
The SSRFs that are known to be prob-
lematic are not on the list.  

Are they licensed by the State?  
Hmm, folks at the City didn’t seem to 
know.  They will “research” the matter.  
This takes some time.  Why?  One won-
ders.

Some residents in Victoria Park have 
been complaining about a property at 
715 NE 6 Street. The noise level is high, 
there are five to six vans going in and 
out from behind a tall fence, and ear-
ly morning announcements are loud 
enough for neighbors to hear.  This ad-
dress was not listed by the City as a li-
censed SSRF.  After a two week search, 
City staffers found this place is licensed 
as an apartment.  Why would a regular 
apartment, open to the public, and not 
serving any special group, need morn-
ing announcements?

There is another “apartment house” 
at 1675 NE 9 Avenue in Middle River 
Terrace.  It is less than 1500 feet from 
a fully licensed Adult Congregate Living 
Facility, Level IV (17 or more residents) at 

NOT QUITE THE 
LAST WORD ON 

GLOBAL WARMING
 By Marge Anderson

 A recent Supreme Court Ruling 
held that the EPA does have the power 
to regulate carbon dioxide emissions.  
This was a huge (and surprising) blow 
to the Bush administration, and a clear 
victory for environmentalists.  Can it 
be that not all environmentalists are 
“whackos?”

On April 10, Michael O’Brien, of 
Middle River Terrace, reminded the 
Council of Fort Lauderdale Civic Asso-
ciations of that Supreme Court Ruling 
just before he presented a resolution 
urging Mayor Naugle to sign the US 
Mayors Climate Protection Agreement. 
Representatives of each neighborhood 
had been asked to take the issue to 
their residents and decide by consensus 
how to vote.  The vote was 9 in favor, 
10 against, with 5 abstentions. 

After the vote was carefully count-
ed, and O’Brien’s motion dismissed, 
there was further discussion.  It seems 
that even those who may have voted 
against this particular resolution felt that 
the City Commission should in some 
way address the challenges of “going 
green.”  The council seems to feel that 
it would not be unreasonable for goals 
to be set in place to purchase hybrid 
cars for City employees and demand 
that new buildings should be “green” 
(energy-efficient). So why didn’t the 
motion pass?  Interesting politics.

At the very least, the Council felt 
that the entire City Commission should 
be aware of the Broward Mayors’ En-
vironmental Accord and commit to its 
purpose. The Broward Mayors’ Envi-
ronmental Accord is the one Mayor 
Naugle wrote himself.  It suggests en-
ergy-saving strategies “where possible 
and feasible” without setting specific 
goals.  It was never brought to the en-
tire Commission.

Mayor Naugle was not present at 
the April 10 meeting.

901, 905 and 909 NE 17 Street.  There is 
frequent pedestrian traffic between the 
two properties. When someone asks 
about renting an apartment at 1675, 
they are told, “These apartments are not 
for rent.”   At one time the City was told 
by the SSRF that the apartments at 1675 
were used to house a “maintenance 
worker and other staff.’  

The moment residents start asking 
questions and registering complaints, 
comments are made:  “These people 
need help.  These people need a place to 
rehabilitate.  Where are they supposed 
to go?”  Thus questioning citizens are 
quickly labeled “heartless.” 

At the December 12, 2006, City 
Commission Conference Meeting, Carl-
ton Moore started questioning the pro-
liferation of SSRFs.  

The Commission asked the Broward 
Delegation to the State House to review 
and perhaps change laws permitting 
these places.  Perhaps they should look 
into places not permitted, as well.

Folks in the Isles and on the Beach 
do not face these problems.  It is the very 
neighborhoods who work so hard to 
improve their area who are burdened; 
first by poorly-run facilities, then by be-
ing accused of lack of concern for the 
unfortunate. 

In the end, these facilities can se-
verely blight a neighborhood making 
it nearly impossible for it to rehabilitate 
itself. 

Ordinances were made for a reason. 
They should be enforced.

Marge Anderson can be reached at 
(954) 467-8641.

Continued from page 1
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Artistic cuisine
as tempting

as our waterfront Vue.

Bring in this ad and receive a FREE Appetizer

when you order a Speciality Entree.

Indoor or waterfront patio dining
under the direction of Chef Mark Lewandowski.
After dinner, enjoy an evening under the stars

on the Water Taxi right from our back door.

Reservations recommended: 954.565.3800 x 112
An independently owned & operated restaurant

located inside the Gallery One Doubletree

2670 East Sunrise Blvd  | Fort Lauderdale, FL
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You’re a South 
Floridian if . . .

            by Dan McCarty

I’m a big fan of Jeff Foxworthy, who 
became famous by using humor to  de-
fine what is a redneck.  An example:  
“If you have more than three cousins 
named Bubba….you may be a red-
neck.”  I got to wondering if this system 
of his would apply to South Floridians?  
So, with apologies in advance to Mr. 
Foxworthy…

YOU MAY LIVE IN SOUTH FLORIDA 
IF……

You think 85 degrees is sweater 
weather 
You wonder what the big deal 
is about young Anna Nicole 
dating a 100 old rich guy. 
You think hurricane evacuation 
is for sissies.
You think driving is a contact 
sport.

YOU MAY LIVE IN SOUTH FLORIDA 
IF….

You think a white bikini top is 
formal wear.
You have to keep shooing boat 
people who land on your dock.
You think anything built in 1940 
is an historical building.
Your family pet is a Manatee

YOU MAY LIVE IN SOUTH FLORIDA 
IF…..

You think a 4:30 dinner is late.   
You think platinum is a natural 
hair color.
You think the steel drum is 
classical music.
You have property taxes bigger 
than the GDP of the Bahamas.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

•

•

YOU MAY LIVE IN SOUTH FLORIDA 
IF…..

You live next to your favorite 
couple, Henry and Kevin.
You think elections just need to 
be “in the ballpark”.
You get laughter when you call 
your insurance company for 
coverage.
You think global warming 
happened already.

YOU MAY LIVE IN SOUTH FLORIDA 
IF…..

You have body parts that are 
more than half store bought.
You own a boat bigger than 
your house.
You can buy pot from your local 
running back or judge.
You study obscene gestures for 
the driver’s exam.

YOU MAY LIVE IN SOUTH FLORIDA 
IF….

You think beer bonging is an 
accredited college course.
You woke up to find a condo 
building where your garden 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Another Day in Paradise
was.
You would not think of wearing 
your white belt without the 
matching shoes.
You find lifeguard stands nicer 
than your house.

About the Author:

Dan McCarty retired from corporate 
America to devote his life to important 
causes, such as global warming and 
keeping fat guys from wearing speedos 
on the beach.  He can be reached at 
danmccarty1@comcast.net.

•

•

CODE ENFORCEMENT, FP&L AND HOW 
TO AVOID TREE TRIMMING COSTS

by Tony Mellard, Tony’s Tree Service, 954-792-8135

When FP&L had to restring a bunch of new power lines after the hurricanes it 
was about a million miles of wire they had to come up with. 

One of the ways to make things go further was to string the pole to house 
power line, also known as a Line Drop, as tight as possible. This conserved cable. 
Code Enforcement at various points told some of my customers they do not want 
the line to hang too low. 

Additionally, some homeowners told the power crew to string the line as high 
as possible. As a result, in many cases, the power drop has been pulled as tight as a 
violin bow. This has not been good based on what I have seen. In many cases the 
power mast installed at the house is being pulled 
so hard it is ripping the mast from the structure 
and tugging on the actual wires handling the cur-
rent. This is dangerous and should be repaired. 

We as a tree service need to call FP&L to take 
the line down if a tree is going to be trimmed 
that is over a wire in this state. With some arc in 
the line there is room for tree material handling. 
However, with the line pulled stone cold straight 
it is wrong to even attempt going near it. 

Either, the line gets dropped to trim the tree 
or the tree doesn’t get trimmed. There is a rem-
edy. 

One, loosen up the line putting some arc in 
it. 

This will take the stress off the mast and electric box at the house. FP&L can do 
this if you can show you are experiencing undue stress such as the actual line drop 
anchor having been pulled from the house or the mast is being pulled at an angle 
ripping it from the structure. 

I have seen the mast and all accompanying hardware with screws come loose, 
almost disassembled at the connection. 

This is because when wind blows over a tight line it can set up a fine vibration 
gradually loosening all the nuts and bolts on the installed hardware at the house 
connection over time. This is rare when there is some slack in the line. 

Should a limb or branch break lose in a high wind in the night some give can 
mean the difference between having power and dishing out big cash for a new 
power box connection and mast.

Two, you can skip all this by putting the cable under ground. When a pool is 
installed at a house the power cable to the house must be buried according to code. 
This is, of course, to avoid a potential disaster should the power cable accidentally 
come lose, fall and electrocute someone in the water. 

Burying the power cable allows you to trim 
the trees for beauty and not to clear this skinny, 
flexible, plastic coated, piece of metal, carrying 
electricity, running for a distance through the air. 
Expensive, at first, running it underground, but far 
simpler in the long run. 

The function of running the power cable un-
derground, to the house, would be provided by 
an electrical service contractor not FP&L.

About the Author:
Tony knows trees as an Arborist who is spe-

cially trained and educated in the care and needs 
of trees and will provide proper pruning for the 
health and well being of your trees.
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MITCHEL A. SENFT, DMD, PA
IV SEDATION DENTISTRY

Experience The Calm
6451 N. Federal Hwy., Ste.129, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33308
954-491-3544 • Fax: 954-491-3562 
email: masdmdpa@bellsouth.net  • www.southfloridasedationdentistry.com
*Offer good thru 5-4-07. Valid only for new patients for first time sedation.                FTCN

smile!
Experience the calm of IV Sedation Dentistry today!
Don’t put off  your dental care any longer. 
Call Dr. Mitchel Senft’s office for an appointment 
and let us put the smile back on your face!

1-888-SEDATE-U
Bring in this ad and receive

50%off your first
sedation!*

List of Services:
Sedation Dentistry 

• Preventive Dental Care 

• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Crowns 

• Bridgework 

• Bonding & Tooth 

Colored Fillings 

• Root Canal Therapy 

• Periodontal Treatment - 

Non-surgical & 

Surgical Care 

• Implant Dentistry 

•Extractions-Simple

or Impacted 

• Dentures Repairs & 

Replacements

The patient and any other person responsible
for payment has a right to refuse to pay, 
cancel payment or be reimbursed for any
other service, examination or treatment which
is performed as a result of and within 72 hours
of responding to the advertisement for the
free, discounted fee, or reduced fee service,
examination or treatment.

THE REASSURING FEELING
OF A WELL-PROTECTED HOME

IMPACT GLASS WINDOWS
keep you and your family

safer from storms and intruders

PROFESSIONAL IMPACT WINDOW SALES, INSTALLATION, & REPAIR

ALL CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

954 946 1553

AUTHORIZED DEALER OF

www.windowmanfl.com

Effortless Hurricane Preparation

Enhance The Aesthetics and Value
of Your Home

Increase Energy Efficiency

Absolute Property Safety & Security

Contact Us for a Professional Consultation

Licensed & Insured #00-9674-G-X
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     by Grayson Walker, Ph.D.

The word gulag is an acronym for 
the former Soviet Union’s penal system. 
Since then, it has come into common 
use to describe any repressive system. 
Thus, the name of my column is “Tales 
From The Galt Gulag.” I will write about 
the repression of Owners of Florida con-
dominiums. Publisher Steve Kelley and I 
call the Galt Gulag the “biggest crime 
scene in Fort Lauderdale.”

America
Something is happening in America 

– and in the Galt gulag. We are losing 
our national character. It is as if we are 
afflicted with massive osteoporosis that 
has removed the backbones of many 
people.

Instead of standing up for what 
is right, we are evolving into a culture 
that celebrates a miserable mix of medi-
ocrity and tyranny. Board meetings be-
come cattle calls where the sycophants 
hiss like ancient cats, make crude jokes 
about those that stand up for what is 
right, and shout down any that disagree 
with them.

This is not the American way. This is 
not the America of my youth. America 
was created by fearless people who left 
the security of Europe to come here and 
build a new life. These were indepen-
dent people with the spirit of a warrior. 
They refused to knuckle under to the 
tyranny of European monarchies. They 
believed in liberty and equality.

This sense of being willing to stand 
up for what is right, was echoed in the 
words of Patrick Henry. “Why stand we 
here idle? What is it that gentlemen 
wish? What would they have? Is life so 
dear, or peace so sweet, as to be pur-
chased at the price of chains and slav-
ery? Forbid it, Almighty God! I know 
not what course others may take; but 
as for me, give me liberty or give me 
death!” (Patrick Henry, March 23, 1775, 
in Congress.)

On July 4, 1776, Congress pub-
lished our Declaration of Independence. 
These famous words are part of the fad-
ing American spirit, “… When a long 
Train of Abuses and Usurpations, pursu-
ing invariably the same Object, evinces 
a Design to reduce them under abso-
lute Despotism, it is their Right, it is their 
Duty, to throw off such Government, 
and to provide new Guards for their 
future Security.” Our Declaration of In-
dependence was signed by all members 
of Congress. If the revolution had failed, 
those signatures would have been death 
sentences for all of the signatories.

Here at the twenty buildings of the 
Galt Gulag, the lives of thousands of 

citizens are controlled by a few “Condo 
Commandos.” You will recall Donna 
Laporte’s definition of a condo com-
mando as an egocentric person on a 
condominium’s board of directors who 
rules by intimidation, putting his/her 
interests ahead of others, abusive any 
board member who gets in the way, 
dominates meetings, won’t let others 
speak, and prone to angry outbursts.

What has happened to the American 
character on the Galt Gulag, that they 
have lost their independence, knuckle 
under to petty tyrants, and actively un-
dermine the principles of America?

 
Windows
It seems that many condominium 

associations are ignoring Florida law, are 
ignorant of the law, or are intentionally 
breaking the law. Some of these lawless 
condominium associations are pressur-
ing Owners to waste their money buy-
ing windows on the retail market.

Some Boards are sending threaten-
ing letters to Owners in what almost 
amounts to extortion.

Sadly, many Owners have been 
duped by their lawless condominium 
association, and wasted many thou-
sands of dollars buying windows that 
do not belong to them. 

However, when their windows 
were damaged by Hurricane Wilma, 
and they attempted to file a claim with 
their insurance company, they were told 
they were not covered, since Florida law 
makes them the responsibility of the 
condominium association. 

If an individual Owner is forced to 
replace his/her windows, they must buy 
them at retail. Add to this the premium 
that many vendors add to anything on 
the Galt Mile, and it is easy to see how 
the individual Owner is overcharged to 
replace the windows in a condominium. 
The individual Owner must buy at retail 
prices, often with a premium added be-
cause of the location.

On the other hand, if a condo-
minium Association were to decide to 
replace many or all windows in a build-
ing, they enter the window market with 
great buying power. An Association 
could send out requests for proposal 
(RFP) to window manufacturers, and 
buy windows for as little as 50% of retail 
prices.

Florida law now requires that con-
dominiums insure our windows and pa-
tio doors. Florida new statewide build-
ing code requires special high-impact 
window frames and two-layer lami-
nated glass. Depending upon where 
one lives, there are new installation and 
specification requirements for windows 

and doors.
If your Condominium Association 

has not repaired or replaced your win-
dows, call the Fort Lauderdale Code En-
forcement Department. Your windows 
must operate smoothly, have screens, 
be watertight, and have no broken 
panes or frames. This is the minimum 
housing requirement. You can reach the 
Code Enforcement Department at 954-
828-5207. When you make your report, 
insist on a callback and a site visit.

Your windows are the responsibil-
ity of your Condominium Association. If 
you have spent your money to repair or 
replace your windows, you should sub-
mit your bills for reimbursement. If your 
windows need repair, you should notify 
your condominium association, by certi-
fied mail. If your condominium associa-
tion refuses to repair the windows, you 
should report them to Fort Lauderdale’s 
Code Enforcement. You should also dis-
cuss the matter with an attorney who is 
a specialist in Condominium Law.

 
Fort Lauderdale Code Enforce-

ment
Recently, I had the occasion to re-

port a code violation to the government 
of Fort Lauderdale. I was impressed by 
the modern, easy to use, online services 
that our City has for its citizens. Their 
URL is http://www.fortlauderdale.gov/
building_services/index.htm

Their system made it very simple to 
use, and allows you to track the status 
of a permit, an individual address, or a 
code violation.

Until this week, that is when they 
decided that my complaint required a 
political cover-up. They changed the 
system, and they now hide all of the de-
tails from the citizens.

What are you afraid of, Ms. McCaf-
frey that you need to conceal informa-
tion from the public so quickly? Govern-
ment in the Sunshine should not allow 
you to take away public Internet access 
to important public records.

 
While The Board Was Asleep 

At The Wheel: Southpoint Manag-
er’s Report

On March 6, 2007, Southpoint’s 
new manager, Joann Wilson, delivered 
a scathing report detailing the complete 
failure of the former manager and the 
board. Ms. Wilson wrote that she no-
ticed “several things which needed im-
mediate attention, namely the (1) trash 
area in the front of the South building, 
(2) the gyms, (3) the Cabanas on the 
beach, (4) the bookkeeping situation, 
and the overall cleanliness, especially 
the (5) garage and (6) hallways.” Several 

indeed. Ms. Wilson was charitable in 
this listing.

In addition to these six (6) problem 
areas, she went on to address problems 
with the (7) employee health insur-
ance, (8) West stairwell doors, (9) trash 
dumpster area, (10) storage areas in the 
garage, (11) trash chutes, (12) proper 
signage, (13) elevator floors, (14) job de-
scriptions, (15) new pool furniture, (16) 
G1 Awning, (17) Contract services, in-
cluding (18) cable TV services.

Congratulations, Ms. Wilson! These 
are but a few of the complaints that 
Southpoint’s Concerned Owners have 
been raising to the Board for years. The 
first question is why has the board been 
asleep at the wheel for all these years? 
The second question is why did the 
board ignore these issues when they 
were raised by the Owners? 

Help For Owners
Attorney Inger Garcia can be 

reached by telephone at 954-894-9962 
or by email at Attorney@IngerGarcia.
com.

Jan Bergemann of the Cyber Citi-
zens For Justice can be reached at 386-
740-1503 or by email at Jan@ccfj.net.

The Galt Mile Yahoo! Discussion 
group is a free forum. You can reach 
it at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
GaltMile/ and if you wish to subscribe, 
simply send an email to GaltMile-sub-
scribe@yahoogroups.com.

The Southpoint Condominium Ya-
hoo! Discussion group is a free forum. 
You can reach it at http://groups.yahoo.
com/group/SouthpointCondominium/ 
and if you wish to subscribe, simply 
send an email to SouthpointCondomin-
ium-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.

The Broward Chapter of the CCFJ’s 
Yahoo! Discussion group is a free forum. 
You can reach it at http://finance.groups.
yahoo.com/group/BrowardCCFJ/ and if 
you wish to subscribe, simply send an 
email to BrowardCCFJ-subscribe@ya-
hoogroups.com

The Southpoint Condominium 
website can be reached at http://South-
point-Condominium.org

Bill Of Rights For Owners
The AARP’s Bill of Rights for Hom-

eowners is available online at http://as-
sets.aarp.org/rgcenter/consume/2006_
15_homeowner.pdf. 

Government Officials
Governor Charlie Crist can be 

reached at 850-488-7146 or by email at 
Charlie.Crist@myflorida.com.

State Representative Ellyn Bogdan-
off can be reached at 954-767-9850 or 
by email at Ellyn.Bogdanoff@myflorida-
house.gov.

TALES FROM THE GALT GULAG
Horror stories abound at the condo towers on Galt Ocean Mile
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State Representative Julio Robaina 
can be reached at 305-442-6868 or 
by email at Julio.Robaina@myflorida-
house.gov.

Harold Hyman of the Florida De-
partment of Business and Professional 
Regulation’s Bureau of Enforcement can 
be reached at 954-202-3982 or by email 
at Harold.Hyman@dbpr.state.fl.us.

Dannille Carroll is our Condomini-
um Ombudsman. She can be reached 
at 954-202-3234 or by email at Dan-
nille.Carroll@dbpr.state.fl.us.

Fort Lauderdale Police Chief Bruce 
Roberts can be reached at 954-828-
5700.

State Attorney Michael J. Satz can 
be reached at 954-831-6955.

Fort Lauderdale Mayor Jim Naugle 
can be reached at 954-828-5003, or by 
email at MayorJames@aol.com.

The Galt Gulag’s Fort Lauderdale 
City Commissioner is Christine Teel. She 
can be reached 954-828-5003, or by 
email at CTeel@fortlauderdale.gov.

Fort Lauderdale City Manager 
George Gretsas can be reached at 954-
828-5013, by fax at 954-828-5021, or 
by email at GGretsas@fortlauderdale.
gov.

Code Enforcement Head Cate Mc-
Caffrey can be reached at 954-828-
4989, or by email at CMccaffrey@Fort-
Lauderdale.gov.

Code Enforcement Supervisor John 
Gossman can be reached at 954-828-
5806, or by email at JGossman@Fort-
Lauderdale.gov.

Galt Gulag Code Enforcement Of-
ficer Al Lovinshimer can be reached at 
954-828-5118, or by email at ALoving-
himer@FortLauderdale.gov.

About the Author
I own an apartment in the Galt Gu-

lag, at the Southpoint condominium, on 
the Galt Mile in Fort Lauderdale. Many 
people do not realize how many rights 
they give up when they buy an apart-
ment in a condominium association. 
I have taught American Government, 
Constitutional Law, and Ethics for over 
twenty-years, but I was not prepared for 
life in the Galt Gulag.

At the June 2005 Board meeting, 
Board President Marty Glazer called the 
critics of the Board “insurgents.” I am 
an insurgent in the Galt Gulag. You can 
reach me at AGWIII@comcast.net or 
954-567-0520.

WHY FLORIDA 
HOMETOWN 
DEMOCRACY?    

by Joyce Tarnow, Broward 
Co-Ordinator for 

Florida Hometown Democracy
 
You have heard about this cam-

paign, and maybe it did not register as 
anything important, but it is important, 
perhaps critical.  

When you curse the gridlock on the 
roads and worry that your kids are in 
overcrowded schools getting less than 
an optimal education, do you wonder 
how it could be different, better differ-
ent?

When you hear about the possibil-
ity that the American Golf Course and 
the Coral Ridge Golf Course may be 
converted into condo buildings, does it 
make you apprehensive?

When you are on water restrictions 
because of a dryer than normal winter, 
does it seem unfair that you are asked 
to reduce consumption while more 
and more dwelling units are being ap-
proved?

Golf courses, parks and mobile 
home parks are being converted every 
day by land use changes that too often 
get the nod from elected officials.  These 
increased densities usually require an 
amendment to the local comprehensive 
land use plan filed with the state.   Too 
often the objections from present citi-
zens are ignored in meeting after meet-
ing because more growth is the 11th 
commandment of a majority of elected 
officials

Florida Hometown Democracy is 
a grassroots campaign to put a consti-
tutional amendment on the November 
2008 ballot which will require that any 
comprehensive land use amendment 
must go, as a final step, to the voters 
in that community.  This amendment, 
if it goes on the ballot and is approved 
by 60% of the voters, will put people in 
charge of the places where they live.

The construction industry, real es-
tate developers and sales people are ve-
hemently opposed and have put up an 
awful lot of big money to defeat this ef-
fort.  That is how they persuaded voters 
last November to vote for Constitutional 
Amendment 3 that changed the simple 
majority for passage of an amendment 
to 60%.  

To win a place on the ballot requires 
that we obtain 611,000 signatures of 
Florida registered voters. This is not easy 
and it is not cheap.  We need everyone 
who sees the livability of our neighbor-
hoods going downhill to do their part.

Will you do your part?  Will you go 
to the web site to download and then 
copy petitions for your neighbors and 
friends to sign?  And, will you make an 
online contribution or send in a check?

We have 300,000 signatures now 
and need another 350,000 more.  With-
out adequate funds for more paid col-
lectors, we may not reach our goal, un-
less volunteer collectors step up to the 
plate.

Florida’s Future Depends on YOU!
877/850-8585
www.floridahometowndemocracy.

com

Candidates’ Stump
It’s about priorities

by Christian Chiari, candidate for State 
House District, 92  

For sixty days each year, our state 
legislators meet in Tallahassee to con-
duct our state’s business. And each 
year at the end of this period, Floridians 
are left wondering who these represen-
tatives work for. Are they working for 
Florida homeowners who 
are watching their insur-
ance premiums skyrocket 
or are they working for 
the insurance companies 
who are watching their 
profits soar? 

In short, are they 
working for our state or 
Allstate? 

Earlier this year, our 
legislators convened a 
special session and ar-
rived at what appeared 
to provide a relative level 
of homeowner relief. 
However, before the ink 
dried on the Governor’s signature and 
before most of its mandates take effect 
on July 1st, Rep. Ellyn Bogdanoff and 
the Republican leadership convened 
with the insurance industry to begin 
quietly working to undo even these 
modest reforms. 

Rep. Bogdanoff has made a habit of 
doing her business in the dark. In fact, 
Mrs. Bogdanoff has sponsored legisla-
tion (HB1213) that would dismantle 
our state’s highly effective Sunshine 
laws. These laws protect our rights as 
Floridian’s to know what our leaders 
are doing. Recently, she defended a se-
cret meeting of 72 Republican House 
members who privately discussed their 
attempt to ban embryonic stem cell re-
search in the state of Florida. That Mrs. 
Bogdanoff is now working in the dark 
to reverse insurance reforms with the so 
called “glitch bill” (HB 7077)--which is 
in fact a 221 page reversal of consumer 
protection and other fixes passed during 
the special session-- is the final straw. To 
feel that she knows better than the oth-
er 159 elected State Legislators shows 
that our interests are no longer being 
protected.

Thanks to our state’s Campaign Fi-
nance laws, we are able to track quar-
terly just who writes the checks for the 
signs, ads and phone calls that inundate 
us during election time. That Mrs. Bog-
danoff has taken thousands from the 
insurance industry is no surprise consid-
ering her vocal defense of changes that 
benefit industry over families, and as 
evidenced recently in the South Florida 
Sun-Sentinel when they reported that: 

“(Rep. Bogdanoff) pressed col-
leagues during private talks on the 
House floor to approve House Bill 7077, 
arguing that it was needed to help insur-
ance companies.” (Sun-Sentinel March 
30, 2007). 

HB 7077 minus the middle 0 spells 
jackpot for the insurance industry. Any 
secretive effort by Rep. Bogdanoff to re-
scind consumer protections passed by 
our representatives and signed into law 

by the governor is an at-
tack on you and me. 

That Mrs. Bogdanoff 
has turned her back on 
the Florida homeowner 
to shake the hands of the 
insurance lobby is one of 
the reasons why I believe 
she is no longer qualified 
to represent us. That is just 
one of the reasons why I 
am running to replace her 
and to represent you. 

Providing a real fix to 
our insurance and prop-
erty tax crisis will take the 
type of leadership that can 

only come from those who are not be-
holden to insurance company interests. 
While it takes money to run a campaign, 
that money should not dictate the di-
rection of our representation. Why Mrs. 
Bogdanoff has forgotten this truth and 
chosen to work in the dark to open the 
door for insurance companies to raise 
rates and cherry pick policies is a ques-
tion I encourage all of us in District 91 to 
ask her directly. 

Delivering homeowner relief by sta-
bilizing rates and protecting homeown-
ers who have faithfully paid their premi-
ums requires action on both the state 
and national level. I applaud the efforts 
of Congressman Ron Klein who is taking 
the lead on the creation of a National 
Catastrophe Risk Pool. It is now time for 
us to enact real reforms in Tallahassee to 
level the playing field between the hom-
eowner and the insurance industry. 

How much longer must we wait for 
our voice to be heard? How many more 
elections will be bought and paid for by 
unseen interests as Representatives like 
Mrs. Bogdanoff look to do business in 
the dark corners of Tallahassee? This is-
sue is simply too important to wait for 
2008. While I ask for your support in the 
2008 election, in the meantime, I en-
courage you to contact Representative 
Bogdanoff and demand that she puts 
the interests of Florida’s homeowners 
over those of the insurance interests 
who fund her campaign. 

Christian Chiari can be reached at 
(954) 803-4844.
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THE CONDO LawyerTHE CONDO Lawyer
Committed to justice for the Galt Condo Community

       by Inger Garcia, Esquire

My name is Inger Garcia. I have been 
an attorney in private practice since 
1991 in Georgia and since 1997 in Flor-
ida. Prior to, I worked as an Intern Assis-
tant State Attorney for Janet Reno in Mi-
ami. I have also interned for numerous 
Judges, as well as, my Law School Trial 
Program Director. I have been involved 
in real estate and/or litigation 
for over 16 years. 

The extent of violations 
by the Condominium As-
sociations and their Boards 
is extensive. The truth is in 
black and white. I have com-
piled the most common is-
sues and complaints this 
month. 

HELP YOURSELF

It is important for you 
as an owner in a condominium to take 
control of your own life and stand up 
for your rights. Many Owners complain 
that the Boards have all the legal power 
and money; so, the Owner cannot fight. 
Wrong.

You can and must fight if you want 
change. We, as owners, need to act as 
the majority. Now is the time to act as 
a cohesive group to protect our rights 
as Owners. Now is the time to either 
change the law or enforce the law. Now 
is the time to inform the Boards to fol-
low the law or suffer the consequences. 
Now is the time to report the violations 
to the proper authorities.

PILOT PROGRAM

I am happy to state that our work 
toward a Pilot Program similar to the 
one in Miami-Dade County established 
by Representative Julio Robaina where 
the State Attorney’s Office and the local 
law enforcement office will investigate 
fraud is beginning to gain attention. The 
State Attorney’s Office must recognize 
that a crime is a crime, and that they 
cannot continue to say, “It happened 
in a condominium, it is a civil matter.” 
Broward has numerous criminal actions 
pending for theft, fraud, and CAM man-
ager violations.

ELECTIONS AND BOARD OF  
 DIRECTORS

I was very happy to hear that there 
were numerous buildings that were 
successful in electing a new Board of Di-
rectors. I also received many complaints 
about the old Boards muscling out the 

potential candidates by improper tac-
tics. Many of you did use the services 
provided by the Ombudsman Office 
and educated yourselves in the proper 
procedure. Congratulations for starting 
the change.

FINANCIAL AUDITS

Now is the time to conduct finan-
cial audits, expose the past 
fiscal errors, or misappropria-
tions. One new board mem-
ber said they were advised 
by the Board attorney not to 
disclose the past “financial 
inconsistencies” as it would 
only lead to the Board to su-
ing itself. Preposterous. If you 
buy that theory, no Board 
will ever disclose the prior 
Board’s violations. Report to 
the DBPR; if criminal actions 
are discovered, report to the 

States Attorney; if negligent accounting 
is discovered, hire a lawyer to recover 
your money.

ASSESSMENTS

Many people reported improper 
assessments and special assessments. 
Some reported negligent and criminal 
actions. Most reports were violations of 
Florida’s Administrative Code and Stat-
utes.

Read your By-Laws and Florida Law, 
and report violations to the proper au-
thorities. Violations include assessments 
without proper voting; illegal caucuses 
of the board by excluding the members 
that they did not want to vote against 
them; and attorneys refusing to speak 
to certain members of the board.

WINDOWS

I have seen the “blame it on Wilma” 
Attitude. Many boards are refusing to re-
pair or replace windows that were dam-
aged by the hurricanes and/or not up to 
code. Many owners are being forced to 
spend their hard-earned money to buy 
windows while the board is selectively 
paying to repair their neighbor’s win-
dows.

Many board members seem to be-
lieve that their by-laws override Florida 
Law. The opposite is the case. Make 
your board repair your windows or re-
imburse you. (See DPBR DS2005-055, 
Florida Statute 2004 Legislative change, 
your insurance companies’ policies 
placing liability on Condo Associations). 
Read Dr. Walker’s article in this issue for 
more information.

CONTRADICTORY BY-LAWS AND 
FLORIDA LAWS

Condo By-Laws and Florida Laws  
often contradict each other. By-Laws 
were often written 30 years ago, while 
Florida laws are updated annually. Up-
date your By-laws so your Condo Asso-
ciation cannot use obsolete by-laws to 
deprive you of your rights.

CURRENT COURT CASES

Broward Courts have hundreds of 
cases involving condos. One foreclosure 
case relates to a traveling owner who 
went out of town for a few months af-
ter paying what he thought were the 
condo assessments. When he returned, 
the condo had foreclosed, sold on the 
courthouse steps, and other people 
were living in his home.

Justice prevailed, and since he 
proved that he was actually never served 
with the lawsuit, he got his home back. 
The foreclosing law firm attempted to 
serve the owner by “publication” in the 
Daily Business Review. As it turned out, 
although there were affidavits in the 
court file as to service, the Newspaper 
never published the service.

Another case pending is where the 
board of directors wanted to oust one 
of their own since the member was a 
“convicted felon.” That board member 
proved that their civil rights were re-
stored and was allowed to remain on 
the board. The case is still pending. We 
will see how that new board is doing 
next month. I hope that they can see 
eye to eye and manage all the changes 
that their election platform promised. 
This could be a great model for change.

There is a violation of condo By-
Laws case pending relating to the re-
strictions against nuisances concerning 
Plaza Del Mar. In Playa Del Mar and its 
neighbors, apparently there were many 
water intrusions as a result of the hur-
ricanes and many problems as a result. 
There is a case pending concerning un-
licensed contractors work, common ele-
ment shudder repairs, defamation, and 
lack of permits.

There is a case pending concerning 
defamation of a fellow board member, 
and for entering into an unauthorized, 
illegal contract for very expensive repairs 
in violation of the condo laws and By-
Laws. This case may change the stan-
dard of care for the fiduciary duty of a 
board director. We will see where the 
appellate court goes with it.

There are cases pending involving 
Plaza Del Mar, Plaza Del Sol, Southpoint, 
Commodore, La Hermitage, Plaza 

South, Plaza East, Coral Ridge Towers 
North, Galt Towers, Essex Tower, and 
many more.

SUING AND WINNING

If you as an Owner prevail in a suit 
against the Association, you may re-
ceive your attorney’s fees and costs, 
and a deduction for your share that was 
assessed to the other Owners. Many 
owners were afraid to fight the Associa-
tion and the Boards since the associa-
tion is using your money to fight you 
back. Fight now and stop the madness 
so you do not need to fight later.

CONCLUSION

Last month, I conducted a major 
and minor violations survey. The results 
are in and there were over 150 minor 
violations and 300 major violations re-
ported. 

This article is not meant to be le-
gal advice. You can go on-line to our 
paper’s website to see the prior articles 
that summarize the law in relation to 
condos.

There are numerous people who are 
instrumental in seeking the necessary 
changes to the law and/or enforcement 
of the law. Call or E-Mail them and let 
them know I sent you. Bergmann, Presi-
dent of Cyber Citizens for Justice, Inc., 
can be reached at jan@ccfj.net. Florida 
House Representative Ellyn Bogdan-
off can be reached at 954-767-9850. 
Florida House Representative Julio Ro-
baina can be reached at 305-442-6868. 
Ombudsman Danielle Carroll can be 
reached at 954-202-3234. Dr. Grayson 
Walker can be reached at 954-567-0520 
or agwiii@comcast.net.

A big thanks to Steve Kelley for giv-
ing us this medium to express our views 
and educate the public. Send him a com-
ment, thanks, or note expressing your 
opinion. If you are looking for comic re-
lief at your next board meeting or town 
hall meeting, hire “The Laughing Gas 
Improv Group “ for a great improv per-
formance engaging your issues. It’s lots 
of fun. Call (305) 461-1161 or www.
laughinggasimprov.com 

About Inger Garcia:

I am committed to justice in the Galt 
Ocean Mile. If you have any comments 
or questions, I may be reached at attor-
ney@IngerGarcia.com, Fax: (954) 446-
1635, or by Phone at 954-894-9962 or 
(954) 394-7461.  

E-Mail or Fax is the preferred choice 
of contact. 
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In the preceding episode Ft. Lau-
derdale taxi driver, me, was in trouble 
again.

“Let’s see this cab you’re buying.”

After phoning Zion Jaffe, we drove 
to his place on the northwest side of 
town in my car. His yard was fenced 
and only one gate was open. There 
was a two-story concrete building and 
an adjoining two-car garage fitted with 
hydraulic lifts, a chugging air compres-
sor and two Island mechanics swearing 
at each other in patois. Out in front, 
where Zion greeted me with a congrat-
ulating handshake on my becoming 
a fleet owner, between the fence and 
building were the forty or so used cars 
for sale. We followed him round to the 
side of the garage where half-a-dozen 
cabs were parked.

“Those two, I’m selling.” Both were 
big Mercs.

“Five-thousand each?”
“What five-thousand. These are 

beauts. Sixty-five-hundred? Are you 
thinking of buying both?”

“Who, me? All I have is five.”

Zion looked at his feet and sadly 
shook his head. “That’s a shame.” An 
odd look took hold of him. “For an old 
friend,” he said with élan, “Why, I’d let 
you have both for twelve-grand.”

My eyes lit up, but only for a min-
ute. It was one thing to have the dough 
at hand when a bargain like this comes 
along and it is another to have alterna-
tive sources. I can get a cash advance by 
maxing out my Visa card at twenty-one 
percent. A few rugged months, I can 
endure that—I endured that after buy-
ing the one I own. Every cent I earned 
for three long months went into a new 
radiator system and a new transmission 
after that storm soaked the life out of 
mine. I thought now as I did then, some 
tight months, but after that, Struggle 
Street. Dealing with drivers, they are 
worse than cats in heat. No, the return 
needed to be bigger. So my plan of be-
coming a fleet owner was doomed by 
the simple philosophy of shit happens. 
The maintenance on two more cabs 
would cause me to lose what little I al-
ready had.

Kaplán’s position was dead in the 
water along with mine. I cannot afford 
to lease the cab at night. I make twice 
that by driving it, and I am barely hold-
ing my own. Of course, most of that 
came from my regulars, and I could pick 
them up in my private car. It was too 
risky since operating an illegal limo ser-
vice is a misdemeanor. Like I said, this 
guy would arrest is mother. That is the 
one thing that stands out most in my 

dealings with the police. In order to help 
law enforcement I would have to do so 
by committing an unlawful act.

But Kaplán stepped up to the plate. 
“Just how much do you make on a 
cab?”

Zion gave him the once-over glance. 
“You’re asking me?”

The noise from the garage quieted. 
When Zion speaks, the underpaid me-
chanics listen. 
“Give me a 
moment,” said 
Zion before tak-
ing quick small 
steps to the 
corner of the 
building then 
disappear ing 
for a second. 
Then the noise 
started back 
up. A moment 
later Zion reap-
peared. He was 
walking back 
while speak-
ing into a cell 
phone. I think 
he would have 
talked for longer 
than he did if 
not for the look 
Kaplán shot him. “How much does a 
cab make? It depends. If you drive it and 
have another driver to pay for six days, 
Frankie, you know more than me about 
that.”

I did, but I did not see it was any 
of Kaplán’s business. Next thing I would 
know, IRS will be auditing me. “I make 
ends meet.”

Seeing I was not going to be any 
help, Kaplán intensified his inquisition 
on poor Zion. He is in his forties, still 
young looking, but is driven by a young 
blonde with dark roots and expensive 
tastes. I do not see what he sees in her. 
She is arrogant, will not go to the garage 
and used car lot unless she was desper-
ate for new diamonds, but he was hers, 
and that is that.

“You never answered me,” Kaplán 
said.

“Some drivers make two-hundred 
bucks a shift. The cab costs them three-
Cees a week in association dues. You 
know, for the dispatching of calls, lists 
of qualified drivers, insurance, Port Ev-
erglades permit, airport permit. Mainte-
nance is another hundred. Five-hundred 
miles a day takes its wear-and-tear. So 
that takes up the four-hundred a week 
that your driver pays to lease the cab. I 
got all this from owning cabs.”

“Sure,” Kaplán said. “Let’s talk.”
I watched them both step out of 

range of my ears. But I still heard them, 
even over the noise of the air compres-
sor and the clanging of wrenches. They 
spoke in what, to me, sounded Greek. It 
was not a heated discussion. I assumed 
he was trying to lease a cab from Zion. It 
was for sale anyway, and not producing 
a dime. And then I saw them shaking 
hands. I was glad not to be a part of a 
police tactic. Besides, I still had a possible 

part in a capital 
crime, and it all 
came down to 
the five-grand 
in my pocket. 
I was such a 
damn fool for 
taking it.

On the 
drive back to 
my place he 
had no more 
questions to 
ask. I was go-
ing east on 
Las Olas be-
fore turning 
north when 
he turned 
c o m p l e t e l y 
around to look 
at something, 

and he kept on looking after I turned 
and was passing by the massage parlor. 
After pulling into my spot, he said, “I’ve 
always wanted to eat there.”

“The massage parlor?”

His tired, clouded over eyes had 
overlooked that fine establishment. It 
was the restaurant he meant, a gour-
met joint where it is always brunch 
time. “I’ve passed it a thousand times. 
You been in it?”

“No. I am more the IHOP type if I 
feel like eating out, or Chinese take-
out. I dated two IHOP waitresses, but I 
could not get them to eat there after a 
late movie or something. Both preferred 
Denny’s. So, did you lease a cab from 
Zion?”

“Let’s go eat there.”
“IHOP?”
“Mark’s,” he said. “It’s on me.”
“You must have made some deal.”
“We’ll talk.”

It was what I had heard it was, a 
place where all the waiters have foreign 
names—ours was Brendan who spoke 
with a brogue—and modestly printed 
placards with the names of dishes I can-
not pronounce. His eyes got terribly 
red and bothersome, so while he was 

gone, squirting his clouds with an anti-
fog spray, I had the waiter tell me how 
the yellow tail was not cooked. 

It came raw but well seasoned, on 
a plate with wavy lines of apricot syrup 
and rum, something nice-tasting that 
resembled potato salad, and iced tea 
from Ceylon. I was eavesdropping on 
the couple at the table nearest ours, an 
older man with a beach ball stomach 
protruding beyond the skein of leather 
holding it back from rolling off , coo-
ing sweet nothings into the young ears 
of Guido who wore stylish jeans and 
pointy-toed shoes. 

Kaplán came back while the Beach-
ball was giving their waiter a green cred-
it card. His eyes no longer were cloudy. 
They were sharp and wary. The bastard 
had worn contacts.

He admitted to making a deal with 
Zion Jaffe that will get him a captaincy 
for sure. “Did you not tell me that after 
this case you were retiring?”

“I’ll never retire. They’ll drag me out 
in a body bag first. Besides, I’ve got a 
business to oversee?”

“What business?”
“I bought his cabs.”
“You what?”
“I bought them. Mr. Jaffe is an inter-

esting man, don’t you think?”
“He cuts a lot of corners,” I said.
“He’s a crook.”
“Chop shops?” I could not think of 

anything else.
“Worse,” he said. “You might say I’m 

making him a major project. But right 
now, I have an idea that may shock you; 
but it is quite sound a plan.”

Before we left, he laid out his plan. 
If I throw in my cab and we partner up, 
we’ll be a fleet and get fifteen percent 
off the weekly association fees. Two 
of the cabs will be leased by the Bro-
ward Sheriff’s Office from a corporation 
formed by us. He can have it registered 
by tomorrow morning and get the cabs 
through Taxi-Limo bureaucrats by the 
end of tomorrow’s business day.

Initially, I did not like the idea of hav-
ing a partner. But if I had to have one, 
and in the mess I might be in, having a 
cop as a partner made my mood lighter. 
I would not even have to drive. “Use 
your own car,” he said. 

When I told him it was against the 
law, he laughed. “Just don’t tell Officer 
Lasker,” he advised. “That man hates li-
ars.”

“He likes you,” I said.
 He actually grinned.

A NIGHT IN THE LIFE OF A FORT LAUDERDALE TAXI 
The road to hell is paved with . . .
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Results of our Fort Lauderdale Residents Survey
March Survey had a huge response

 FORT LAUDERDALE RESIDENTS SURVEY 2007
    

Here are the final results of the 2007 Residents Survey. The Fort Lauderdale Residents’ Survey has been a yearly effort to gauge public opinion on the most important 
issues facing our City. This year, we greatly expanded the pool of respondents by publishing the survey in the Fort Lauderdale City News which had a March print run 
of 60,000 copies. As in previous years, we also sent the survey to Fort Lauderdale Advisory Board members and Fort Lauderdale neighborhood presidents. Some of the 
questions were asked every year so trends could be identified. Nearly 3400 surveys were returned. Enjoy the results and thank you for taking the time to respond.  It is 
clear from this survey that residents feel strongly that growth is out of hand.  A huge majority also feel that the mayor and city commission are doing a poor job.

Tim Smith
                   

Fort Lauderdale Neighborhoods responding

Beach neighborhoods, Shady Banks, Riverside Park, Lauderdale Isles, Victoria Park, Rio Vista, Bal Harbor, Rock Island, Harbordale, Middle River Terrace, Lakeridge, 
River Run, Dolphin Isles, Imperial Point, Croissant Park, Galt, South Middle River, Tarpon River, Las Olas Isles, Flamingo Park, Melrose Park, Sewanna, Sailboat Bend, Coral 
Ridge, Coral Ridge Isles, Riverland Woods, Downtown, Colee Hammock, Harbor Inlet, Sunset, Oak Run, Poinsettia Heights, Harbordale, Golden Heights, Palm-Aire Vil-
lage, Sunset Bay, Twin Lakes North, City View, Harbor Beach, Riviera Isles, Lauderdale Harbor, Tarpon River, Seven Isles.

 
General:

1.) How long have you lived in Fort Lauderdale? average was 25 years

2.) If you moved here, where did you live before? Mass., N.Y., Texas, Calif., Europe, W.P.B., Chicago, Maine, Canada, Dania, Hollywood, Oklahoma, Seattle, N. Hamp-
shire, Boston, N. Lauderdale, Sarasota, Md., N.J., Colorado, Michigan, N. Dakota, Plantation, Minneapolis, Pennsylvania, Pensacola, Tampa, Kentucky, Conn., Indiana, 
Puerto Rico, Pompano, Coral Springs, Gainsville, Lauderhill, Lake Worth, Ohio, Hollywood, Native, Orlando, Miramar, Miami, Missouri, Virginia, Vermont, Pembroke 
Pines, Coral Springs, D.C, Port St Lucie, Boca Raton 

3.) Do you think you will stay in Fort Lauderdale for another five years?   Yes 74%  No 26%

4.) If you feel you may leave within 5 years, what would the reason be? Typical responses included: too expensive, too crowded, traffic, Insurance costs, Real estate 
taxes too high, business, flooding due to Global Warming, job relocation, high rent, retirement, more peaceful lifestyle, poor leadership, health, won lottery, death, heat, 
hurricanes, dirty city, bum filled streets, crime

5.)  If you were to leave Fort Lauderdale, where would you likely go? Common responses included: N.C., Georgia, Alabama, Costa Rica, Panama, N. Fla., maybe 
heaven, S.C., Arcadia, New England, Bahamas, Atlanta, higher ground!, Orlando, Maine, Gainsville, Missouri, Western Md., Texas, Michigan, Charlotte, leave the country, 
Va., Vero, Louisiana, L. A., Denver, far, Arizona, Buenos Aries

6.) Do you attend your Homeowners Association meetings? Yes 65% No 35%

7.)  Do you generally vote in the City elections? Yes_96%  No 35%

8.) Do you think the City elections should be moved from March to November to coincide with National, State and other local elections? Yes 78%  No 22%

9.) Do you think the City Commission is doing an adequate job representing your interests? Yes 36%  No 64% Why? Typical responses included: Once in awhile 
they forget their good intent, high taxes, too much development, townhouses are everywhere, they are selfish, I went to school with him, I don’t know what their job 
even is!, letting the school do what it wants, they forget about us, petty personalities, not budget minded, we have no urban renewal, I can e-mail my concerns, they 
did not return my $10,000, crime, cap the taxes, seem unaware of the real problems, in bed with developers, poor service, city looks great

10.) Is the Mayor doing an adequate job representing the city? Yes 29%  No 71% Why? Typical responses included: too much development, taxes have gone up, 
he does not fight the Commission enough, he’s out of touch, ugly buildings for rich people, not enough low income housing, too many self interests, he is for himself, 
used to before most recent election, I think he is an embarrassment, global warming, he’s a bigot, just acceptable nothing to brag about, he’s a republican in sheeps’ 
clothing, crass, biased, I like his direct responses, he’s getting weirded- out, too right wing, he is not bright, petty and mean, he governs by chaos

11.)  Do you think the City Manager is doing an adequate job managing the City? Yes 55% No 45%  Why? Typical responses included: Nit picker, too high salary, 
with what he’s got to work with, he is not checking the beach slum, doing best he can, little communication with citizens, on top of things, no police patrols as when 
we were unincorporated, over opinionated, overpaid, he’s hands-on, could spend more time/money in Riverland, red tape, control freak, too many control and ego is-
sues, governs by intimidation, too secretive

12.) Should the City consider electing their Commissioners citywide instead of by Districts? Yes 42% No 58%

13.) Should the City consider enlarging the Commission from 5 Commissioners to 7 Commissioners? Yes 50% No 50%

14.) Should the beach have its’ own city Commissioner? Yes 44%  No 56%

15.) Is the City generally headed in the right direction? Yes 33%  No 67%

16.) Does the City encourage enough participation from its’ citizens? Yes 30% No 70%

17.) All in all, is Fort Lauderdale a better place than when you moved here? Yes 34% No 66%
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Growth:
 1.) Do you favor continued redevelopment in the City? Yes 52% No 48%

2.) Is the City as a whole already overdeveloped? Yes 62% No 48%

3.) Is the Beach overdeveloped? Yes 70% No 30%

4.) Is the Downtown overdeveloped? Yes 68% No 32%

5.) Within legal limits, do you feel that future population growth in the City should be discouraged or even outlawed? Yes 58% No 42%

6.)  Should the Development Code be modified to reduce  Mass, Height, or Setbacks of future development in the City? Yes 83% No 17%

7.) Should the City encourage new redevelopment projects in the City? Yes 55%  No 45%

8.) Should the City enact an Affordable Housing Ordinance? Yes 54%  No 36% 

9.) Would you accept affordable housing opportunities in YOUR neighborhood? Yes 60% No 40%

 Public Safety:
1.) Have you been a victim of a crime in the last year? Yes 22% No 78%  If yes, what was the crime? Typical responses included: Theft, identity theft, car damage, 

robbery, vehicle theft, burglary, home invasion

2.) Is the Fort Lauderdale Police Department on the right track? Yes 61% No 39%  
3.)  Does the City need more Community Policing? Yes 86% No 14%

Financial:
1.)   Are the recently enacted State regulations to reduce insurance rates adequate? Yes 26% No 74%

2.)  Should reducing the tax burden on homeowners become a top priority by City and County Governments? Yes 83% No 17% 

3.)  Are you worried about the condition of the Real Estate market? Yes 67% No 33%

4.)  Are you in favor of increasing the Homeowners Exemption? Yes 68%  No 32%

5.)  Are you worried that too much of the tax burden is being placed on the non-homesteaded and commercial property owners? Yes 45% No 55%

6.)   Does the $50 million dollar cost overrun in the $550 million dollar water/wastewater project greatly concern you? Yes 69%  No 31%

Miscellaneous:
1.)  Do you generally approve of traffic calming measures such as speed humps, road closures, and lane reductions? Yes 57%  No 43%

2.)  Does the city need a Bulk Trash Dump Site? Yes 73%  No _27%

3.)   In general, do Neighborhood and/or Condominium Associations have too much influence on City officials? Yes 36%  No 64% 

4.) Are you generally in favor of Term Limits for Public Officials? Yes 91%  No 9%

5.)  Should Fort Lauderdale move to a Strong Mayor form of Government? Yes 34%  No 66%

6.)  Should the City consider taking over the Electrical System from F.P.L.? Yes 35%  No 65%

7.)   Should the City consider developing its own school system? Yes 39%  No 51%

8.)  Should the City consider forming it’s own County? Yes 29% No 71%

In the Comments section, these were some of the representative responses: 

  …..why were road dividers put on busy stretch…..when bridge is open, ambulances can’t get through…….we do not drive to church anymore because of traf-
fic……..shame on you, I have no compliments for you…… insurance increase has forced us to sell………… no high-rises should be built by the beach………love 
security aspects and cleanliness of the city and beaches……do not let sewage ever to be used for drinking water….. thanks for asking…… the city government needs 
a complete overhaul…..privatize the Broward Hospital District…… I am witnessing drivers running red lights…..synchronize stop lights…..17th St. bridge should be 
opened only once per hour…..stop allowing almost every building variance…..King George has surrounded himself with highly paid yes-men…..The manager is not on 
team Lauderdale….. Tim Smith for Mayor, he cares….why is there not a surplus in tax revenue…..repeal Save Our Homes Amendment…… code enforcement is spotty 
at best……gas does not need to be as high as it is……people urinate in the sand on beach and you seem to be concerned with cigarette butts, fanatic and unreal….. 
facilities for seniors are close to non-existence…..Kick Heizenga and Naugle out….. don’t let Naugle run for Sheriff…..weather is fine, worry of hurricanes……shut down 
the Ft. Lauderdale Historical Society… I am 65 yrs. old and tired of all the SH.. that government does…..No one in the Police Department ever returns a call…..we need 
people in  office who were born here, not outsiders running the city……This Commission is off the hook…..consider:all the illegal aliens are not on the Mexican border….
our homeowners association doesn’t do anything but spend money….let the Commissioners lower their salries, pensions etc., judges too…..where do Commissioners 
meet? when?….we need mass transit badly…..the city manager needs to worry about more than gum on the sidewalk……small town mentality governs……leave 
things as they are, get Happy……
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I LED TWO LIVES - a book by Commissioner Tim Smith
My Life as a City Commissioner and Private Citizen

EDITOR’S NOTE:

Tim Smith was a beloved District 
2 Fort Lauderdale City Commissioner 
from 1996 to 2003. Smith wrote this 
book after he left office to tell his story 
about what it was actually like to be a 
City Commissioner.

His book, Politics 101, will be pub-
lished here in serial form, one chapter 
per month.

Chapter 7
 
       Getting Busier

The center part of town needed a 
grocery store. Now if you’re reading 
this book because you’re contemplating 
running for   office, you might think that 
convincing a grocery chain to locate a 
store somewhere in your town would 
not be your responsibility. You’d be 
wrong. If it is a need, and it’s not being 
filled, then it’s your job, ultimately. That 
area of Progresso where Jiffy Pop had 
convinced me to enter public service 
(thanks Jiffy) badly needed a grocery 
store. The only grocery store that was 
close enough to serve those constitu-
ents was a Publix grocery store that was 
a throw back to a different time. It was 
in a dark and dingy strip mall that had 
finally renovated all the stores except for 
the building holding the grocery store 
and that made the grocery store look 
even worse. It was completely substan-
dard. It only had 16,000 square feet of 
sales space, where most stores in the 
city had 26,000 square feet or better. It 
had no bakery, and the deli was the size 
of a broom closet. 

The area residents had given up go-
ing there not only because of it’s size 
and condition, but also because the 
city had placed the outdoor homeless 
shelter next to it years before. Though 
the city finally closed down the terrible 
outdoor pit for the homeless they called 
“tent city”, many of the chronic home-
less had never moved. They searched 
out doorways and electrical rooms in 
the area to call home, and went back 
to the Publix daily to panhandle and 
shoplift. It was a bad situation. I wanted 
to try and convince some company to 
come to the aid of the area residents 
and build a new grocery store, and I 
knew it was going to be a tough sell. 

One myth I dispelled during my 
six years of public service is that the 
citizenry is most concerned about the 
philosophical decisions that a City Com-
mission makes. Truth is, the citizens 
mostly ask the proverbial question, “are 
the trains running on time?” Most of us 
have a position on all the important is-

sues facing our world, but we want our 
local elected officials to make sure that 
we don’t have to sit through two signal 
light changes at busy intersections. We 
want our garbage truck to be on time 
and not leave the roadway scattered 
with onion peels and we want a clean, 
well furnished grocery store as close to 
our neighborhood as is possible.

I started my efforts to land a new 
grocery store by going right to the hors-
es’ mouth. And in the case of the Publix 
food stores, that meant Lakeland, Flori-
da. First I had to make a case for a new 
store. I called the City Manager, George 

Hanbury, and told him of my plans. He 
was just glad I wasn’t calling to take 
him back to Jiffy Pop’s drug corner. He 
had some ideas and suggested I let the 
city’s economic development depart-
ment prepare a demographic survey 
showing the buying power in the area. 
I had heard through the business com-
munity that the  Publix chain had con-
sidered building a new store, but had     
decided against doing anything in the 
area, feeling that the market was not 
strong enough to justify it. I knew that 
was nutty. After all, a store in the cen-
ter of the city would serve the Las Olas 
Isles, the wealthiest area of the city, as 
well as the trendy and giant neighbor-
hood of Victoria Park. As it was, most 
of the residents of those neighborhoods 
were trekking miles and miles to grocery 
stores across town. Hanbury sent me 

the demographic report. I looked it over 
and realized that it would never do. The 
city’s economic department had pre-
pared a typical study that showed the 
buying power of the area surrounding 
where we thought a new store should 
go. They used the usual method called 
the concentric circle approach. In this 
approach, you draw a one-mile circle 
with the preferred site for a develop-
ment in the center of the circle and find 
out what the average income is in that 
area. The problem was that that only 
took in half of the wealthy areas to the 
east, but most all of the city’s impover-

ished areas to the 
west. I was sure 
that Publix had 
done the same 
type of study and 
that was why 
they had decided 
against building a 
new store there. I 
asked Hanbury to 
have his people 
go back to the 
drawing board. 
“Instead of a con-
centric circle, how 
about a mile circle 
that just takes in 
the wealthy ar-
eas to the east,” I 
asked. Though he 
said that would 
be out of the ordi-
nary, he did it for 
me. I then asked 
all the citizens I 
could find to write 
a    letter to Pub-
lix begging them 
to build us a new 
store in the   cen-
ter of the city. I 

asked them to send the letters to me as 
I had planned on taking them to Lake 
lland in person. 

Over one thousand letters came in 
and I put them in a huge white cloth 
sack that looked like Santa’s. Next came 
the secret weapon. I called on 200 cit-
izens that I knew I could count on to 
meet me in a large open lot in the cen-
ter of town on Federal Highway #1. It 
was a Saturday morning. I had arranged 
for a bucket truck and cameraman to be 
on the site. We were going to place 200 
citizens in this field holding empty Pub-
lix grocery bags over their heads with 
a hungry and sad look on their faces 
and snap some photos. We then en-
larged the photos to a giant 3-foot by 
4 -foot size. We attached the impressive 
new demographic information to the 
picture, wrapped it up with a bow  at-
tached and sent it by Federal Express to 

the CEO of the    Publix food chain. I got 
a call the next day. The call was from the 
senior executive of the chain in charge 
of placing new stores. I knew this man 
because when I called him months ear-
lier he told me to forget it. Publix was 
not going to build a store in the center 
of our town. He said that area was a 
slum and they wouldn’t even consider 
it. Now, he was calling me. Apparently 
the CEO was rather impressed with our 
giant postcard and had instructed this 
exec to meet with me. I was on my way 
to Lakeland!

We decided to make a big deal out 
of my trip. We staged a rally and called 
the press. We decked out my SUV with 
slogans like “Lakeland or Bust” and “We 
Want A New Publix” and stuffed the 
sack containing the citizens’ letters into 
the back and off I went.

The meeting with the exec did not 
go well. First, he wouldn’t let me bring 
my bag of citizens’ letters into his office. 
He told me to leave them by the door 
(probably because they would then be 
closer to the incinerator). He blasted me 
for sending the     photo-board to the 
CEO. He said it made him look bad, but I 
didn’t care. His crappy store in our town 
was making my neighborhoods look 
bad. We went over the demographic 
information I provided him and then he 
hurried me out. It didn’t look like I was 
going to land a grocery store. But as I 
told you before, it would never be for 
lack of trying! Today, nearly 5 years later, 
Publix’s main competitor, Winn-Dixie, is 
building a fabulous new store in the ex-
act lot where the Publix photo was shot 
and Publix is scurrying to try a find a 
spot nearby. When the new Winn–Dixie 
opens, I intend on inviting the same 200 
people back to the lot to hold WINN-DI-
XIE grocery bags over their heads, full of 
groceries, and I’ll send it off to that surly 
exec with a note “YOU LOSE.”

I went on to the next project. I 
was just bubbling over with ideas and 
couldn’t get to them quick enough. 
That’s one of the greatest things about 
holding office. Many of those great 
ideas that you had before you took of-
fice that your wife and neighbors said 
were kooky gain a fresh look when you 
are somebody! Of course, your wife (or 
husband) will probably continue to call 
them kooky, you can’t expect miracles! 

I’ve always believed that an impor-
tant part of the job of an elected official 
in any city or town is to generate spirit, 
esprit de corps! You need to be the of-
ficial cheerleader. There’s nothing like a 
team effort to make things move. And 
as an official of the team, you need to 
do your best to motivate the players and 

Continued on page 21
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bring a positive attitude to the team. In a 
diverse city, like the one we have in Fort 
Lauderdale, with rich and poor, black 
and white, Jew and Gentile, young and 
old, and gay and straight, there needs 
to be some way for all these groups to 
feel connected to one another, to have 
enough common interest to call them-
selves proud “Floridians,” or on “ Team 
Albuquerque” or whatever. 

I was searching for a way to do 
that when it came to me. The Citizens 
Volunteer Corp., or the CVC for short. 
The concept was to ask all the citizens 
join a citywide service group that could 
pull together and accomplish some 
tasks around town that were not get-
ting done by the government. I worked 
on the idea for a couple of months and 
put it on the agenda to discuss it with 
my colleagues on the City Commission. 
The idea was to have a force that could 
be called on to do things like paint the 
home of a poor elderly widow, or pull 
the nuisance plants out of the city park. 
The team could send a thousand letters 
to a grocery store chain to push for a 
new store or show up at County Com-
mission hearing to push for an Airport 
runway  extension. The possibilities 
were endless and my colleagues  offered 
lots of thoughts for projects. I asked my 
colleagues to   allow me to be the Chair-
man of the CVC for the first year and 
they agreed. I was the Vice-Mayor at 
the time and we decided that whoever 
was the Vice-Mayor would also be the 
Chairman of the Citizen Volunteer Corp.. 
I had some ideas to get us started. But 
first while we were enlisting volunteers, 
we had a project that should be done 
immediately.

This project would be to paint Fort 
Lauderdale’s famous “wave wall” at the 
beach. It is over a mile of concrete wall, 
about two-feet tall, and winds and me-
anders its way along the oceanfront. It 
has wild fiber optic lights imbedded in it 
that look great when they work, and the 
wall itself is especially wonderful when 
it’s clean and sparkling white. The tour-
ist season was about to start and the 
wall looked bad. We put a call out to 
the city’s advisory board members and 
other known volunteers to come and 
join the CVC and asked them to report 
to the beach the next Saturday morn-
ing. The city’s Public Works Director was 
concerned and said we would never 
get the project done and we would just 
leave an unfinished mess for his people 
to clean up. We showed him! One hun-
dred and fifty people were painting by 8 
am and the whole project was done by 
noon. The CVC had a good start.

My next project for the CVC was 
much more fun. I had been passing the 
city junkyard on my way home forever. 
It’s one of those eyesores that you surely 
have in your town. Every day you pass 
it, and you just subconsciously turn the 

other way so you don’t have to see it. 
That’s the way it was with the junkyard. 
It dawned on me one day that the CVC 
could do something with it. I called my 
friend the mural artist who had sketched 
the murals in Middle River Terrace years 
before. I called her to feel her out. 
“That junkyard wall is a half-mile long 
for God’s sake,” she said. Without my 
saying another word she said, “I’ll do 
it”! (thanks Louise!) It was going to be 
a big  undertaking and Louise brought 
in another artist for the sketching. I got 
my assistant Pam together with the 
artists and a plan began to emerge. I 
was to call the Home Depot and see if 
they would donate all the “oops” paint 
(mixed colors that people didn’t like and 
had returned) they had. We would need 
25 gallons of colored paints for the mu-
ral itself, the more tropical the better. For 
the base color we would need another 
50 gallons. We would need 100 paint-
brushes, 50 paint rollers, paint pans, 
drop clothes, mixing buckets and stirrers 
by the dozen. Ladders would have to be 
brought by the volunteers as the wall 
was 10 feet tall. Add to that planning 
beverages and snacks, traffic    control 
barricades, and a cameraman to docu-
ment the effort, and all that was left to 
get was 200 volunteers! 

That was going to be a chore. We 
sent out the request to the faithful and 
asked that they RSVP. We would need 
to know that we had enough help, or 
we couldn’t start at all. After about a 
week Pam called me at home and said 
“Commissioner, it doesn’t look good. 
We’ve gotten 96 RSVP’S and we can’t 
possibly paint that gigantic mural with 
only 96 people.” I asked Pam to stand 
by and told her I would I would call her 
back. I devised my plan and called Pam 
back. “Take this down and send it out 
as a press release to all the outlets right 
away, I instructed. 

“Commissioner Tim Smith and the 
Fort Lauderdale Citizen Volunteer Corps 
of Fort Lauderdale are putting out a call 
for volunteers. They intend to paint the 
world’s largest mural on a wall that sur-
rounds the junkyard at Interstate 95 and 
Sunrise Boulevard and have sent the fol-
lowing declaration.”

A Commissioner a bit dumpy, 
sits on the wall,
It surrounds an old junkyard, 
it’s ugly and all,   
He demands from the press a 
loud volunteer call,
To prevent him from slipping 
and having a fall

The press release went on to explain 
that I was sitting on top of the junkyard 
wall and wasn’t coming down until 
200 painters volunteered to help paint 
the mural. I rushed to the junkyard and 
slinked up the wall knowing that the 
6 o’clock news just might pick up this 

stunt, if I was lucky. No sooner had I 
perched myself on top of the wall did 
the avalanche begin. To my amazement 
the news trucks and print reporters de-
scended on the scene. They yelled up 
to me “how long do you intend staying 
up there?” “As long as it takes to get my 
volunteers,” I told them. I was getting 
quite a kick out of the whole thing un-
til it started to pour. I mean a real frog 
strangler. 

The news people jumped in their 
big trucks and split just as quickly as 
they had arrived and all that was left 
was me on top of the wall, and my loyal 

assistant down below hunkered down 
under an umbrella. I stayed about ten 
more minutes and yelled down to Pam, 
“I’m coming down.” “Good, she re-
sponded.” I got down and went home 
to dry off and turned on the news to 
see how it played. The anchor told it this 
way. “In an unusual stunt, Commission-
er Tim Smith of Fort Lauderdale is sitting 
on the junkyard wall at I-95 and Sunrise 
Boulevard. Smith has planned a beauti-
fication mural for the wall and says he is 
not coming down until 200 people sign 
up to help him and the city’s Citizens 
Volunteer Corp.” 

All the while she was reporting the 
story, they had footage of me, perched 
on top of the wall, waving at the traf-
fic as it went by. The anchor finished by 
saying, “maybe somebody should take 
Smith out some dinner!” I considered 
zooming back to the wall, but just for a 
second. The next day Pam told me that 
we had reached our quota, 200 volun-
teers! “Everyday in every way better and 
better and better”, I thought!

Then there are the funny little things 
that happen to you as a public official. 
One day, I was having a breakfast meet-
ing with a fellow that had grand plans 
for our largest swimming facility in the 
city. He had a interesting plan, and we 
were meeting at an outdoor coffee shop 
across from the beach and just around 
the     corner from the swimming pools. 
He had the renderings and the model 
and the studies laid out on the tables 
when my cell phone rung. On the line 
was a sweet little old lady that lived in 
one of the finer but older neighborhoods 
in the beach area. She had a problem 

and wasn’t getting any satisfaction from 
either her Commissioner or the building 
department. She was going on and on 
and the fellow with the swimming pool 
proposal was  getting irritated. I asked 
her if I could call her back after I looked 
into her problem. I explained to her that 
I was at St. Barts (the name of the coffee 
shop) and I could get to it and get back 
to her in a couple of days. Just days 
later, I received the sweetest note from 
her in the mail at city hall. “Dear Com-
missioner Smith,” she started. “I am so 
impressed that you would call me back 
and spend so much time with me on 
the phone even though you were all 
the way down in the Caribbean on St. 
Barts on vacation!” She thought I was 
thousands of miles away, yet I was only 
blocks from her at the local coffee shop. 
I’m embarrassed that she’ll read this and 
feel silly, but she was a real gem.

Note: Tim’s book is for sale at $17 
- to order yours, call 954-564-1308.
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GRINGOS WEDDING FILMED IN FORT LAUDERDALE
NOW SHOWING, 
MOVIE FEATURES 

FORT LAUDERDALE 
SETTINGS

          By Robert Cherin

There isn’t a better backdrop for a 
filmmaker than Fort Lauderdale. Cam-
era, action! In one breathless scene, 
zero in on the glitz of Riverfront, going 
forever eastward, past the universities 
and down along ritzy Las Olas, past the 
sumptuous estates along the canals, 
the bridge, the glistening beaches with 
fancy hotels, and film an entire feature 
length award-winning motion picture 
on budget. That is what the crew of 
Gringo Wedding did. But there is a se-
cret.

With the costs of sites and props 
rising faster than the price of gasoline, 
independent filmmakers are having a 
hard time of it. But the executive pro-
ducers found a group of civic-minded 
businessmen who defrayed much of 
those costs of Gringo Wedding. One of 
them is Fort Lauderdale resident Albert 
Miniaci. Paul Lazarus, who chairs the 
Film Department at University of Miami, 
is the other executive producer.

Miniaci revealed the secret. “It was 
a very strong community effort. Rick 
Case actually gave us a car to use in a 
scene, but unfortunately we had to cut 
that out of it because the picture was 
too long. But we were excited for the 
people helping us out.”

Developer Terry Stiles allowed his of-
fices to be used in scenes. When he saw 
the movie at the recent Fort Lauderdale 
International Film Festival (FLIFF), Stiles 
was quoted as saying that he loved it 
and that he wanted to be in the next 
production. Keith Koenig of Furniture 
City loaned furniture, Richard Rothman 
lent them his Mercedes and the River-
side Hotel gave the cast members great-
ly reduced rates. Plush on Las Olas was 
used in several shopping scenes.

At the recent Uncorked Gala orga-
nized by FLIFF, Gringo Wedding won 
an Independent Spirit Award voted on 
by the audiences. Critic Gregory Von 
Hausch wrote: ‘Gringo Wedding, an 
immensely popular film with the au-
dience at this year’s Fest.’ But he was 
heard saying, “I really enjoyed it!”

As mentioned previously, Albert 
Miniaci and his wife Beatriz live in Fort 
Lauderdale, across from the water. With 
a number of films under his belt—King 
Cobra, Demon Island, National Lam-
poon’s Dorm Daze (one and two), 
Gamebox-101 and Gringo Wedding, —

he’s hopeful for a sequel to Gringo Wed-
ding, but it isn’t in the works. “We’re 
looking, possibly, of making a sequel to 
Gringo called Gringo Baby,” he said.

The premiere of Gringo Wedding 
at Parker Playhouse debuted Fort Lau-
derdale’s Tas Salini as a filmmaker. The 
talented instructor of television and 
video production at the Art Institute of 
Fort Lauderdale wrote and directed this 
award-winning romantic comedy that 
was filmed here and in Bogota.

Tas, Miniaci says, “Was actually 
hired to go to Colombia to film a dating 
agency for a documentary. And while 
he was there he was writing down the 
stories used in Gringo. While he was 
there he was meeting his (future) wife. 
They fell and love, got married, and he’s 
the Gringo.”

Salini wrote, produced and directed 
a short film ‘The Outsider’ that won 
many awards. For Gringo Wedding, 
once again, he wears three hats and 
has directed a warm, hilarious roman-
tic comedy set in two continents: South 
America and USA. He meticulously 
chose his cast, crew and locations and 

has delivered a very entertaining and 
memorable film. He has won numerous 
Crystal Reel and Telly awards for direct-
ing and producing several projects. 

In his sum-
mary for IMDB.
com Salini 
wrote: ‘Grin-
go Wedding 
is a romantic 
comedy set in 
modern times 
where tech-
nology has im-
proved com-
munications 
beyond our 
dreams, giving 
us cell phones, 
pagers, faxes, 
emails and 
much more. In 
spite of this, a 
lot of people 
are finding it 
harder and 
harder to meet 
the right per-
son to connect 
to; someone 
to share their 
life with. 

This story 
deals with two 
such people 
living thou-
sands of miles 
away, in two 
different con-
tinents, in two 
different cul-

tures. They come together as destiny 
takes them on a joyful and eventful jour-
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ney. Gringo Wedding is full of laughter 
and at the same time it is a thought-
provoking story where we witness and 
discover the common values of love, 
friendship and follow their desire to be 
with someone who cares. 

Award-winner Salini secured a top-
shelf cast with hot new Latin sensation 
Ana Lucia Dominguez and her co-star 
Justin Kane. Gringo Wedding is a ro-
mantic comedy set across two conti-
nents, where two people meet through 
a dating agency run by a cast of misfits 
geared to make love a reality for many 
misguided souls. The movie is full of 
laughter and romance, but at the same 
time, a thought-provoking story of the 
common values of love and friendship.’

As a sidebar, while Salini was pre-
paring to go on his film shoot last year, 
many of his students, including six cur-
rent students and seven graduates en-
thusiastically joined him on location in 
Colombia for a once-in-a-lifetime jour-
ney and real-life experience in the field. 
Alumna, member of the college’s Board 
of Trustees, and owner of Successful Im-
ages Ruchel Louis, and current student 
Maria E. Pinzon participated as the pro-
ducers on the film.

Beatriz Miniaci says, “We also braved 
hurricane Wilma during the actual pro-
duction. Although we had to alter loca-
tions during the storm, the show went 
on. Too often the sentiment from Holly-
wood (Los Angeles) is that south Florida 
is only a location destination and that 
the deals are made on the west coast. 
Well, Gringo Wedding has proved them 
wrong.”

Albert Miniaci summed his experi-
ences with Gringo Wedding as: “People 
helping people.”

Gringos Wedding stars Justin Kane 
and Ana Lucia Dominguez. 
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                 By Kevin Lane

Las Olas Wine & Food Festival

The 2007 Las Olas Wine and Food 
Festival will be held Thursday, May 10th 
on Las Olas Boulevard.  This festival is 
by far the leading wine and food festi-
val that is held in Broward County.  Pre-
sented by Premier Beverage Co., one of 
the largest distributors of fine wines and 
spirits in Florida, the event will trans-
form part of the city’s most charming 
and fashionable thoroughfare into four 
blocks of exceptional wines and world-
class cuisine and live entertainment.  
Proceeds from the event will benefit the 
American Lung Association of Florida-
South Area.  

Premier Beverage Co. will pour se-
lect vintages from some of the most 
preeminent wineries throughout the 
world, giving event goers a chance to 
pleasure their palettes with some of to-
day’s best wines. Bombay Sapphire will 
have an attractive lounge where festival 
guests can sample a variety of Bombay 
Sapphire specialty cocktails tailored for 
perfect parings with fine cuisine.  Over 
55 of South Florida’s most celebrated 
dining destinations on & off Las Olas 
Boulevard will serve up succulent culi-
nary creations matched only by the su-
perb wines featured at the event. 

Celebrating its 103rd year anniver-

sary, the American Lung Association 
was founded in 1904 and is the oldest 
not-for-profit health agency in America. 
The American Lung Association of Flor-
ida, South Area serves three counties 
including Miami-Dade, Broward, and 
Monroe. 

Southeast 8th Ave will be trans-
formed into an ultra chic VIP lounge, 
and from 5:30-7:00 p.m. VIP festival 
goers will be treated to specialty wines 
and fine cuisine provided by The Capital 
Grille, as well as in a more intimate set-
ting.  Marc Buoniconti, Developmental 
Advisor for the International Bronchitis 
Center and Ambassador for the Miami 
Project to Cure Paralysis, is the honorary 
chairman of the event and will welcome 
guests at the reception. A $175 dona-
tion includes all of the above promised 
specialties as well as a VIP gift bag and 
admission to the street festival after-
wards. For advance reservations or in-
formation, contact the American Lung 
Association at 954-524-4657 or visit 
www.lasolaswineandfood.com. 

Junior Achievement to Hold 
Social at Posh

One of this reporter’s favorite non-
profits is Junior Achievement of South 
Florida.   Founded in 1959, the organi-
zation has served 15,561 students dur-
ing the 2005-06 school year.  Through 
age-appropriate curricula, JA programs 
begin at the elementary school level, 
teaching children how they can impact 
the world around them as individuals, 
workers, and consumers. JA programs 
continue through the middle and high 

school grades, preparing students for 
additional key economic and workforce 
issues they will face in the future.  Young 
people have the opportunity to be fired 
up with the entrepreneurial spirit… 
learning important lessons in self-em-
powerment, goal setting and success 
principles and business philosophy.

Through the dynamic leadership of 

Joe Hess and a team of highly motivated 
professionals, JA continues to grow.  

“All work and no play… makes John-
ny a dull boy,” as the old saying goes, so 
JA has monthly socials that are fun and 
a great way to meet new people.  A case 
in point is the May 9th social at Posh in 
downtown Fort Lauderdale, in the Wa-
verly Building, in the Northeast corner of 
Broward and Federal Highway, on the 
ground floor.  All are invited, as there is 
no membership. For a $10 donation, 
guests will receive two well-drinks and 
appetizers.  The socials are held on the 
second Wednesday of every month. 
Contact Gina Graves 954-788-8422 Ext. 
13 or www.jasouthflorida.org for more 
details. 

Spider-Man 3… Even Better in 
3-D at IMAX

We are so 
lucky to have 
the Blockbuster 
IMAX Theatre in 
downtown Fort 
Lauderdale.  It’s 
just one of our 
many cultural 
treasures, but 
it’s a GIANT 
ONE!  If you 
haven’t seen an 
IMAX 3-D movie, then the opening of 
the new Spider-Man 3 movie on May 
4th should be a strong motivator to go.  
There’s truly nothing quite like the IMAX 
Experience!  Imagine Spider-Man flying 
through the air… right into your lap!

The 300-seat theater is a showcase 
of state-of-the-art motion picture tech-
nology. The Blockbuster IMAX Theater 
features a 60 ft. x 80 ft. screen and a 
15,000 watt digital sound system that 
delivers six discrete channels of clear 
sound through 42 speakers. The IMAX 
projector’s 15,000 watt Xenon bulb 
projects images of unsurpassed bril-
liance and clarity onto the five-story-high 
screen. Both 2D and 3D films are shown 
in the theater.  3D films are viewed using 
new lightweight XR 3D glasses.

And that’s not all that is being 
screened at the IMAX.  On May 25th 
and 26th, the Museum of Discovery 
and Science opens their Dino Might Ex-
hibit, complemented by the Dinosaurs 
Alive! 3D in Imax.  Currently playing, 
there’s SHARKS 3D, presented by Jean-

Michel Cousteau.  It’s a breathtaking 3D 
film experience that offers audiences an 
astonishing up-close encounter with 
the lions and tigers of the ocean. Come 
face-to-face with a multitude of shark 
species, including the Great White, 
Hammerhead, and Whale Shark. Wit-
ness them as they really are: not wicked 
man-eating creatures, but wild, fascinat-
ing and endangered animals that have 
been in existence a million years before 
dinosaurs. Other films being screened 
include  Deep Sea 3D and MUMMIES: 
Secrets of the Pharaohs.

The Museum, at 401 SW Second 
Street, is open 365 days a year. For more 
information about the Museum, call 
(954) 467.MODS (6637) or visit their 
web site at www.mods.org.

Cinema Paradiso Getting 
Better… and Better…

The Fort Lauderdale International 
Film Festival, once a two week film fest, 
has grown to become one of the lon-
gest running independent film festival in 
America.  What’s even more newswor-
thy is the fact that the FLIFF has a per-
manent, year ‘round home where films 
are shown throughout the year.

In an effort to upgrade the former 
Presbyterian Church, the Millennium 
Club  was recently launched by FLIFF 
member John Mager.  “I envision Cin-
ema Paradiso as a place to meet friends, 
have a glass of wine, some appetizers, 
and a relaxing chat in the courtyard be-
fore going to see a good film,” Mr. Mag-
er commented.   

Originally built in 1929 as a Presby-
terian Church, the building exudes an 
old-world charm, with it’s mahogany 
doors and stained glass windows.  Plans 
call for a fresh coat of paint and a new 
lighted multi-color sign that brightly dis-
plays the name Cinema Paradiso, as well 
as the installation of pavers and a per-
manent canopy structure on the west 
side of the building.  

The Millennium Club will initiate a 
FLIFF Walk of Fame in the patio, where 
supporters can  purchase a Spotlight 
Brick with their name. Find out more at 
www.FLIFF.com or call 954-525-3456.

Kevin invites your comments and 

Kevin’s KornerKevin’s Korner

(seated) Ellice Almas (ALAF) Paula 
Ettline (ALAF), (Back Row) standing 
Te’ana Kreger (ALAF), Joe Gerbino (Pre-
mier Beverage) Cynthia Kounaris, (VP 
LOA), Tony Beall (Executive Director, 
LOA), and Andrew Hillier (President, 
LOA). 

Back Row: Joe Hess (JAPC Board 
President); Luke Southam, Fred Yazgoor 
(Front Row) Gina Graves, Andy Cagnetta 
(JA Board President)  Jim Constantine
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Politics Et CeteraPolitics Et Cetera “If you don’t vote, you don’t matter.”

HEARD ‘ROUND TOWN

           by Steve Kelley

Nevins available?

According to sources inside the Sun 
Sentinel, Columnist Buddy Nevins has 

decided to “retire.” 
You remember 
“Buddy;” he’s the 
one who wrote 
all those hateful 
small-minded po-
litical pieces for the 
Sun-Sentinel that 
beat up on Demo-
crats, even ones 
who’d been dead 

for 15 years. The only picture you mostly 
saw in his column was of HIMSELF with 
that %@#! -eating grin.

The sources refuse to say whether 
this has anything to do with possible 
one sided reporting in the recent Davie 
city elections. Deja vue all over again 
Buddy! Heard around town predicts 
we’ll hear from Buddy again – perhaps 
in the New Times where facts don’t nec-
essarily matter. 

Gretsas – Penny foolish

According to City Hall insiders, Gret-
sas has asked the city staff members 
who oversee the city’s advisory boards 
to generate an estimated dollar amount 
for what our boards cost to operate. 

His plan is to ‘consolidate’ some 
boards and get rid of others. He has al-
ready tried and failed to get rid of the 
Budget Advisory Board.  Clearly, Gretsas 
has stumbled upon a brilliant strategy 
for saving the taxpayers money.  

Instead of holding those staff mem-
bers and consultants responsible for 
the over $150 million over budget and 
mismanaged Water Works 2011 project 
accountable – Gretsas has decided to 
study how much could be saved if the 
budgets for the city’s various advisory 
boards were eliminated.  

After all, what use are the citizen’s 
new ideas or contrary views in City Hall 
worth anyway?  

Does it matter that all positions 
on our 27 advisory boards are volun-
tary? All the people working on these 
boards work for free and most accom-
plish tremendous good for the city. The 
Nuisance Abatement Board is a fine ex-
ample of good people working hard to 
make the city, and your life, better. For 
free. So how much money will we save 
or is this about something else.

In his previous position as assistant 
to the Mayor of White Plains he was fa-

mous for ‘locking down’ city hall and ex-
cluding both the public and media from 
the city’s operations.  

It’s good to know that Fort Lauder-
dale is providing George’  citizen input 
paranoia an opportunity to flourish. 

Buzz, Buzz, Buzz….

The City’s politico’s are all a buzz 
about the future Mayor’s race. The 
latest rumored entry is former Wilton 
Manors Mayor and current state repre-
sentative Jack Seiler.  His wife wants to 
move back into Fort Lauderdale and he 
is term limited out.  If he runs for Mayor, 
he will likely face an incumbent pillar of 
mediocrity in current commissioner Teel 
(who would likely not win again in her 
district) or one or both of the Rodstroms. 
“Let them eat dry wall” Naugle is said 
to want to run against Jenne for Sheriff 
– now that’s just plain too funny.

FLASH! City Commissioner 
Christine Teel has an opponent 
in the next election

In the 2006 election, Christine Teel 
won re-election simply 
because nobody could 
be bothered to run 
against her. 

In the upcoming 
2009 election, Teel faces 
a formidable opponent 

in Inger Garcia-Armstrong, a fellow 
Republican, running 
against her for the Dis-
trict One City Commis-
sion seat.

Inger is on top of 
the issues and is starting 
early for a serious run. 
There’s also another 
candidate talking about 
running for District 
One.  He’s from the Galt Ocean Mile, 
where some of the 20 buildings there 
are experiencing major corruption scan-
dals. He’s fed up with Teel’s lack of help 
for long suffering Galt residents whose 
massive voting in local elections decides 
who’ll be the next District One city com-
missioner. 

Charlotte Rodstrom

Incredibly, Commissioner Rodstrom 
has abstained from at least 7 votes in 
her very first year in office. Why would 
our District 2 City Commissioner have 
to refrain from voting 7 times?: financial 
conflict of interest. Within a month of 
taking office, she had her first “conflict.” 
Somehow she’s gotten “involved” in so 
many projects n’ stuff that she has to le-

gally abstain from voting. Her answer: 
“I’m new to all this.” 

Rodstrom, with the “free” help of 
political “heavyweight” Judy Stern beat 
Jon Albee in the 2006 election. 

Albee was exceedingly well qualified 
to be a fine city commissioner and would 
never have used the idiot’s excuse, “I’m 
new to this” nor would he have had to 
abstain on voting on important issues 
because of finger-in-the-pie-itis. 

If you’re not going to vote and rep-
resent your voters, what is the point of 
being on the city commission?

“How dare you….”

The Down Town Development Au-
thority is a taxing authority established 
by the State Legislature but whose 
board is appointed by the Fort Lauder-
dale City Commission.  

It was established, in part, to allow 
the businesses downtown to create, 
and nurture a sustainable downtown 
without impacting the rest of the city’s 
taxpayers.  

For the last 10 or 12 years it has 
been studying, planning and funding 
a transportation program of buses, and 
perhaps in the future light rail to help 
make the downtown work.  

“How dare you” compete with the 
city’s federal request for bike paths says 
city hall.  The conflict was created when 
the city asked the federal government 
for a new grant this year – apparently 
oblivious to the fact that for the last sev-
eral years the DDA has been tracking its 
federal funding request for downtown 
transportation – a request that for years 
has been supported by the City Com-
mission.  

Now City Hall wants all federal re-
quests to be approved by the manag-
er’s office – and of course they alone will 
decide what’s important without the in-

State Rep. Ellyn Bogdanoff’s 
Votes hurt us while she 
“helps” insurance companies

State Rep. Ellyn Bogdanoff, R-Fort 
Lauderdale was among those voting 
against funding to cover the cost of re-
placing highly suspect electronic voting 
machines in Broward and Palm Beach 
counties. The amount was small, a mere 
$35 million for honest vote counting - 
nothing compared to the $300 million 
cost of bring Scripps to Florida.

Bogdanoff voted to actually sup-
port Marco Rubio’s bill for more secrecy 
in Florida government. Rubio’s bill says 
the public cannot view any public record 
that has a name or identifying number 
in it. Note that during Jeb Bush’s term 

around 30-60 bills pushing more gov-
ernmental secrecy were introduced in 
each legislative session. The Republican 
controlled legislature passed about half 
of these each session for eight years. 

The result: we now have no-bid se-
cret state awarded contracts where we 
taxpayers are not allowed to see who 
gets our money among other things. 
And we’re in the sunshine state!

Bogdanoff has been pushing House 
bill H7077 that’s designed to sneakily 
give the insurance industry back some 
of the reforms we fought for in Janu-
ary during the special session -- and -- 
believe it or not -- would exclude con-
dominiums from the protection created 
by the insurance bill enacted during the 
special session. 

Condo folks -- this bill is dangerous 
for your finances -- make sure that Rep. 
Ellyn Bogdanoff knows that many of her 
constituents are condo-owners. 

Read the article: Insurance proposal 
fails at: http://www.ccfj.net/inspropfails 
.htm

This one sentence says it all: Bogda-
noff, the House Republican whip, had 
pressed colleagues during private talks 
on the House floor to approve House 
Bill 7077, arguing that “it was needed 
to help insurance companies.”

All this while pushing her signature 
bill to sell wine-by-mail over the last four 
legislative sessions. What does wine-by-
mail have to do with our issues?

As everyone knows, South Florida’s 
schools have lost over $340 million in 
recent years when former House Speak-
er King changed the education budget’s 
“cost differential” that dispersed tax re-
ceipts to the state’s school districts. 
Bogdanoff has consistently fought any 
attempt to change the cost differential 
to increase education dollars to our 
Broward County schools. This means 
Broward’s tax payers make up the differ-
ence; noticed anything odd about your 
property tax payments lately?

Bogdanoff has an opponent in 
the next election in November, 2008 
election. Christian Chiari, as a total un-
known in 2006, took an incredible 45% 
of the vote. This time around, he is very 
well organized and has lined up wide 
support from heavy hitters while raising 
big money.

Chairi says, “District 91 needs a voice 
against uncontrolled growth on our 
coasts and for insurance and property 
tax reforms that work for homeowners’ 
interests and not the special interests.

Last election, I was unknown. This 
time, people will see that I have ideas 
that focus on our problems - I won’t be 
just another elected official blindly toe-
ing the party line.” 
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Husman Khan, M.D., M.P.H., F.A.C.P.
Fellow American College of Physicians • Diplomate, American Board of Internal Medicine & Geriatrics

Member of the Broward County Medical Association since 1978

1226 SW 3 Avenue • Fort Lauderdale. Florida 33315
Telephone (954) 527-0222 • Facsimile (954) 765-3544

Urgent Care Hours/Phone • (954) 527-0222 after 5pm
Patient Appointments • Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

The Key to Good Health
Starts with a Good Internist

On-Site Primary Care, 
Lab Work & EKG
Internal Medicine
Handicap Accessible
Humana Mail Order Prescriptions
Transportation to office available 
for Humana Gold Plus members
House calls when necessary
Most Insurance Accepted

What is an Internist? Internists are physicians who specialize in the medical care of adults 
and adolescents. We are trained in the diagnosis and nonsurgical treatment of internal organs and 
systems. As do family physicians and general practitioners, internists specialize in managing your 

total and continuing healthcare and screening for previously undetected diseases.

We’ve Moved!
Our friendly bilingual staff 
is eagerly waiting 
to assist you...

Serving this Community for 29 Years.
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CC # B-176 

We Come to You!   Car Washes from $10! 
AFFORDABLE CAR DETAILING

We Come to You!   Car Washes from $10! 

Wash, Wax, Renew Finish,  
Engine Detailing, Upholstery, 
Carpets, Remove Odors & the 

latest in Car Treatments!
Call for a free quote to make your 
car look like new!

Call Nestor at  
754-204-3642 

(954)564-5540 
www.smileykidz.com

Smiley Kidz Dental
Dr. Oana Romasan

            Dentistry for Children & Adolescents 
1749 N.E. 26th ST. Ste B 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33305

Your Ad Here!
Reach all the 

residents of Fort 
Lauderdale! 

Call Steve Kelley at 
(954) 564-1308 

LAWN SPRINKLER SERVICE
Repairs, Installation, Maintenance

Call me for a free evaluation and I’ll show you 
how to save 100s dollars yearly with a water 

effi cient lawn sprinkler system.

Ron Shilton Irrigation SpecialistRon Shilton Irrigation Specialist
954-828-1310954-828-1310

TUTORING  954-646-8246
7 Ways of Learning - TeachersToTeachers.com

SAT prep / homework help / FCAT prep
Free CD to promote reading and larger vocabulary

Free copy of the “Get 
Ahead” workbook  

Learn how to put something 
educational on that iPod

Free tips by email  
mistermath@comcast.net

Pool Service Tech Wanted

Part-Time to StartPart-Time to Start
Help Build New RouteHelp Build New Route
Your Truck - My TrailerYour Truck - My Trailer

Experience Pays!Experience Pays!

CALL 954-298-3425CALL 954-298-3425

Transform Your Yard 
into a Landmark

DESIGN, IRRIGATION & CONSTRUCTION
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

Tony Rugg, President
Licensed Landscape Architect #LA6666863           954-494-9977

LANDMARK
LANDSCAPING

FACIAL REJUVENATION

Microcurrent and Acupuncture FacialsMicrocurrent and Acupuncture Facials
No Injections - No FillersNo Injections - No Fillers
Look and Feel RefreshedLook and Feel Refreshed

 Meghan Cowens, Lic. AP                     811 E. Las Olas Blvd. Meghan Cowens, Lic. AP                     811 E. Las Olas Blvd.

 www.planetmassage.com                         www.planetmassage.com                        954-551-9237954-551-9237

HAMWAY  
POOL SERVICE

WEEKLY SERVICE
REPAIRS

DIAMOND BRITE
POOL SERVICE STARTING AT

$39.00/PER MONTH

20 years experience 
Convenient & Reliable 
Fully insured 
Lic.#CC96-8017-SP-X 

(954) 971-4383 
www.mobilepoolstore.com 

We Fix Fences, Decks, 
Arbors, Lattices and 

any Outdoor Structure!

Call Tony for a free estimate, more 
information, pictures & happy 
customers at (954) 792-8135

Still have Hurricane Damage 
and Overdue Repairs? 

We also Restore & Beautify Trees!

Call us for Fast, Affordable Service
Serving Fort Lauderdale since 1979
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Letters
Resident asks for action on 
Executive Airport rising noise 
levels

This letter was also sent to City 
Commissioner Christine Teel

Dear Ms. Teel,

I am one of your constituents and am a 
member of the Imperial Point
Homeowners Association. Having lived 
in a crowded condominium community
adjacent to the Fort Lauderdale Execu-
tive airport for almost a decade, a
couple of years ago I decided to move 
to a nice quiet residential community
with single family homes and side-
walks! I discovered the beauty of the
Imperial Point neighborhood and de-
cided to purchase a house here.

I’ve noticed over the past 6 to 12 
months an ever increasingly loud deci-
bel level of noise from airplane engines 
departing and taking off from Fort
Lauderdale Executive airport heading 
east. The planes are defi nitely fl ying
much lower to ground level than they 
were when I originally moved here. 
They have defi nitely become louder and 
very distracting to myself and neigh-
bors.

One weekend day last month, I was en-
tertaining friends from Boston poolside
in my back yard. I was horrifi ed and 
greatly embarrassed at the large amount
of low fl ying planes and worse the deaf-
ening sounds of their engines as they
fl ew over my home.  I have even no-
ticed that the noise is getting louder in
very early morning hours actually wak-
ing me up. I have even tried a noise
machine to drown the noise, but it still 
manages to wake me up early
mornings. The noise is exponentially 
higher than when I lived in my condo
less than a mile from the airport.

I just read the article in this month’s 
Fort Lauderdale City News that
mentioned your alleged involvement 
with stalling of any proceedings
regarding airport noise after that terrible 
cargo plane crash in June 2005.
Whether or not the article is completely 
accurate is not the issue rather
the issue is what action do you plan to 
take about it.  

As one of your constituents and a very 
concerned citizen of Fort Lauderdale, 
I ask that you do all in your power as 
our Commissioner to fi ght this grow-
ing noise problem and even worse, the 
potential for a major aviation disaster to 
hit our neighborhood.

I would love to hear you tell us your 
plan to combat this severe noise 
problem. I have spoken to many of my 
neighbors who share my concern so 
your position and thoughts on his mat-
ter would help us to understand what 
efforts you are planning on exerting to 
assure our rights to live in the comfort 
and safety of our beautiful neighbor-
hood.

Raoslav Mirchev Jr.
Fort Lauderdale, FL

Editor’s Note: At press time, yet an-
other executive airport aircraft crashed 
- this time into the ocean off Fort 
Lauderdale.

Speeding continues on Las 
Olas

Dear City Manager Gretsas:
 
I would greatly appreciate receiving 
the following information from the Ft. 
Lauderdale PD:
 1.  How many offi cers are assigned to 
the motorcycle corps, daily, on aver-
age?  What hours do they patrol?
 2.  What is the average number of 
traffi c citations issued by each motor 
corps offi cer daily?  Monthly?  Yearly?  
Is this an audited fi gure?  We see very 
little enforcement activity throughout 
the city. 
 3.  What is the total number of city-
wide traffi c citations issued by the 
department yearly?  Is this audited?
 4.  How many speeding citations were 
issued to motorists on East Las Olas 
Blvd. between the 1800 block and the 
2600 block in 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 
2005, and 2006?
Previous data I have shows it has 
dropped signifi cantly since 2001.  
Why?
 
My neighbors and I continue to be very 
disappointed with the almost complete 
lack of traffi c law enforcement along 
this stretch of East Las Olas Blvd. 

WHAT IS SISTER CITIES 
INTERNATIONAL? 

A response to last month’s 
“HYPOCRITE AT CITY HALL”

To the Editor:

A misconception about the nature of 
Sister Cities International transpires 
from your article which we will like 
very much to clarify.

Sister Cities International is a nonprofi t 
citizen diplomacy network that creates 
and strengthens partnerships between U. 
S. cities and international communities. 
It strives to build global cooperation at 
the municipal level, promote cultural 
understanding and stimulate economic 
development. SCI leads the movement 
for local community development & 
volunteer action by motivating and 
empowering private citizens, municipal 
offi cials and business leaders to conduct 
programs of mutual benefi t.

According to Greater Fort Lauderdale 
Sister Cities International (GFLSCI) 
by-laws, the Mayor of the City of Fort 
Lauderdale, or his/her representative, 
will serve as an ex-offi cio member of 
the Board of Directors. Therefore his 
or her name is correctly used on all 
invitations and correspondence. The 
same bylaws say in Article X, Section 
1. Offi ces: GFLSCI shall continu-
ously maintain an offi ce in the City of 
Fort Lauderdale. The letter mentions a 
$19,000 contribution to GFLSCI. If the 
City is able to have a sister city program 
for that price, especially one of the size 
and scope of ours, it is remarkable be-
cause most member cities our size have 
a much larger budget (think six fi gures) 
to pay for all the international activity 
that is incumbent. To the best of our 
knowledge, board members have had to 
dig deep into their own pockets.

Fort Lauderdale is the location of 

which is a residential neighborhood, 
and has a 35 mph speed limit.  Many 
vehicles exceed 65 mph here.  One offi -
cer told me that he has clocked speeders 
here doing 80 mph.  We concur.
 Thank you very much.

Richard Fremont-Smith
Fort Lauderdale, FL             

this year’s annual international Sister 
City Conference with delegates from 
over 130 countries in July, 2007. The 
economic impact of this conference 
will bring millions of dollars into our 
community. Let’s think about all the 
economic benefi ts that this will bring 
to Fort Lauderdale as well as the many 
rewarding vignettes that have accrued 
over the last forty some years.

E. Miranda Lopez, GFLCSI member 
Florence Smith, GFLCSI member

Sails project not supported by 
surrounding neighborhoods

Regarding your article on the Sails Proj-
ect (on the property formerly known as 
the Pink Plaza at the foot of the 17th 
St. bridge) in which it is stated that the 
development has full support of the sur-
rounding neighborhoods; that turns out 
to be a bit premature in its pronounce-
ment. This came to light during the 
annual Harbour Inlet HOA meeting held 
April 11. Many residents were quite vo-
cal about being spoken for without their 
actual input to our Board. As a con-
sequence, a special meeting was held 
Saturday the 14th for the developer to 
make a presentation to local residents. 
The two areas of highest concern are the 
density or size of the proposed structure 
and the resulting traffi c and parking 
issues. The discourse will continue at 
our next, now quarterly, HOA meeting 
in May.
   
At last night’s (April 17th) Planning and 
Zoning Board meeting, about seven or 
eight locals voiced their concerns and 
urged to the commissioners to deny the 
development. It has been turned down 
once and this was an appeal of that 
ruling. A fi nal vote was postponed until 
June 5th at 6 pm.

The intersection at 17th and 23rd Ave. 
is already taxed with the bridge raisings 
and the project estimates an additional 
450 cars an hour. That is before the Two 
new towers are built at Pier 66 which 
will futher the congestion. Both proj-
ects need to be taken into consideration 
regarding their impact on the local area 
and a proper traffi c solution found.

Kirk Heiden
Harbor Beach Extension
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Letters
Selling growth, not just 
houses

 
Development is not inevitable.
 
If residents only knew how hard devel-
opers work to get all those suburbs that 
seem so, well, inevitable, they would be 
less likely to give up without a fi ght.
 
It’s not as easy as it seems. Take the 
four property owners who want to 
change the remote rural edge of popu-
lated Palm Beach County . It’s not a 
given that they’ll get to build out there. 
If they talk as though it is, however, it 
sure helps to line up the votes they need 
to make it happen.
 
Assuming development is inevitable 
helps, because it keeps residents from 
raising too much of a ruckus. Usually, 
the complaining is limited to the people 
who live nearby, a few environmental-
ists and a newspaper editorial or two. 
The bulk of the population turns away. 
Why get involved? After all, isn’t de-
velopment inevitable?
 
With that attitude, residents had better 
prepare for a cramped county.
 
After these tracts get built on, there’s 
not much undeveloped land left but 
the vast cane fi elds of the Everglades 
Agricultural Area. And most residents 
probably fi gure that development is 
inevitable there, too. The population 
is coming. The political and economic 
pressures are great. The population has 
to go somewhere.
 
But development is not inevitable. 
Some county commissioners may pre-
fer that residents think development is 
inevitable; it defl ects the pressure from 
them, especially when they do things 
like they did last Sept. 19.
 
That’s when they said - just thinking 
out loud, mind you - that those last 
undeveloped properties ought to get 
the same suburban density that every-
one else gets. It doesn’t matter that 
nearby neighborhoods are anything but 
suburban. Development is inevitable. A 
majority of commissioners are agree-
able.
 
But it’s not inevitable, and the develop-

ers know it. They just don’t want resi-
dents to know that they know it. Thus 
you have John Markey of EB Develop-
ers, who got the bright idea a few years 
ago to buy some of the most remote 
land in the county, when it was cheap, 
and bide his time to build out there.
 
The time, he fi gures, is now. But since 
Mr. Markey’s company isn’t the biggest 
builder with the most favored status 
among some commissioners, like his 
neighbor GL Homes, Mr. Markey 
fi gured that he’d need something more 
compelling to bring to this fi ght.
 
So last week, he laid on commission-
ers a plan to turn taxes generated by 
inevitable suburban development on 
the remote rural edge of the populated 
county into a windfall for Palm Beach 
County.  Never mind that the tax rev-
enue from this inevitable development 
wouldn’t go into the general county 
budget. Instead, those taxes would go 
toward selling the idea of suburban 
development on the remote rural edge.

Pretty bright idea. As Commissioner 
Mary McCarty said, give him credit 
for thinking outside the box. Just don’t 
give him too much credit.
 
If development were inevitable, the 
giant home-builders who hoped to cash 
in on The Scripps Research Institute by 
building at the Vavrus Ranch - Centex 
and Lennar Homes - wouldn’t have 
backed down. If it were inevitable, 
Scripps would be going up at Mecca 
Farms. If it were inevitable, a large 
landowner, Callery-Judge Groves, 
wouldn’t have hired a private eye to dig 
up dirt on the landowner’s ex-nemesis 
on the commission, Tony Masilotti.
 
Developers don’t want people to believe 
that Mr. Markey’s approach amounts to 
a bluff. Will people really continue to 
move to big, new, suburban homes in 
Palm Beach County if there are no big, 
new suburban homes? Apparently, yes. 
“The pressure is coming,” Mr. Markey 
told me, “whether anybody wants it or 

not.”

Why would development stop at Mr. 
Markey’s property? Why wouldn’t it 
spread all the way to across the farm 
fi elds to Belle Glade ? “At a certain 
point,” Mr. Markey said, “you’ve got to 
trust government to draw a line.” That 
line was drawn years ago. Mr. Markey’s 
property is on the wrong side of it.

The fact that the county drew the line in 
the fi rst place proves that, at one time, 
even commissioners acknowledged that 
development was anything but inevi-
table.

Help save what’s left of Florida and let 
the people vote to control growth.
Help put HOMETOWN DEMOCRA-
CY on the 2008 ballot by downloading 
signing the petition. Visit http://www.
FloridaHometownDemocracy.com

Joel Engelhardt
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Calendar

Announcements for this Calendar 
section can be emailed to:

calendar@citynewsfl.com

           or call (954) 564-1308.

15th Annual Island City Canoe 
Race Celebrating the City’s 60th 

Birthday

It’s almost that time of year again!  
Water lovers from around the City of 
Wilton Manors gather at Colohatchee 
Park Boat Ramp (1975 NE 15th Ave.) 
on Saturday, May 12th, 2007 from 

8:00 am until approximately 11:00 am 
for the city’s Annual Canoe Race and 

Birthday Celebration.  There will be 12 
– 16 teams, consisting of 12 members. 
Each team will race around the “Island 
City”, with 6 different exchange points, 
to win the grand Canoe Race trophy.

Registration packets can be picked 

up at Hagen Park (2020 Wilton Drive).  
The registration deadline is Friday, May 
4th.    Bring the whole family to social-
ize and celebrate this spectacular event.   
For more information or obtain a Canoe 
Race registration packet, contact the Lei-
sure Services Department at 954-390-
2130 or www.wiltonmanors.com.

AIR & SEA SHOW

Please remember that the McDon-
ald’s Air & Sea Show will take place on 
Fort Lauderdale Beach May 5th and 6th.  
Part of McDonald’s National Salute to 
America’s Heroes, this two-day extrava-
ganza has something for everyone, in-
cluding world-class military and civilian 
air, water and entertainment activities.  

The National Salute begins with 
Fleet Week, which will take place April 
30 – May 4, 2007.  Thousands of sailors 
and several Navy ships will berth in Port 
Everglades for community service proj-
ects during this annual celebration.

This year’s show will feature the U.S. 
Navy Blue Angels Demonstration Team 
and the Canadian Forces Snowbirds.  

The show includes the finest civilian and 
military performers in the country, with 
participants from all five branches of the 
U.S. military.

The Air & Sea Show will take place 
along Fort Lauderdale beach, between 
Oakland Park Blvd. and Las Olas Blvd. 
and is free to the public.  

For specific event information, in-
cluding road closures and safety adviso-
ries please visit http://www.nationalsa-
lute.com/

For residents and employees that 
live or work in restricted Air & Sea Show 
areas, vehicle passes will be available 
to get through event checkpoints.  The 
checkpoints will be located at East Sun-
rise Boulevard and Bayview Drive, and 
at A1A and NE 19th Street.  

Residents or businesses that have 
questions regarding safety advisories, 
traffic flow, road restrictions or vehicle 
passes can call 954-828-5645 to hear 
recorded information.  Residents can 
also leave a message and their call will 
be returned.

BIG TRUCK & BIG TOY 
EXTRAVAGANZA

Join the City of Fort Lauderdale 
at the Big Toy and Truck Extravaganza 
on Saturday, May 12, from 10:00 a.m. 
– 2:00 p.m. in Holiday Park, located at 
NE 8th Street and Federal Highway.  

Kids will be able to operate equip-
ment in law enforcement vehicles, sit 
in an army tank and more.  This unique 
event is totally hands-on and free for all 
ages.  For more information, call 954-
828-5363.

HANDY Fundraising Breakfast At 
BCC/FAU Las Olas Campus

On Friday, May 18th, the HANDY 
(Helping Abused, Neglected, Disadvan-
taged Youth) Scholarship and Education 
Committee - Broward Community Col-
lege and Florida Atlantic University, will 
celebrate their 20 year partnership with 
a fundraising breakfast.  The event takes 
place at the BCC/FAU Campus at 111 
East Las Olas, on the 11th floor, Board-
room 1110, from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 
a.m.  Tickets are $85.00 per person.

The HANDY Scholarship and Educa-
tion Fund Committee awards scholar-
ships for students to continue their edu-
cation beyond high school and provides 
a continuum of support that includes 
tuition waivers, text books, school sup-
plies, mentoring and encouragement.  
Since 1996, the committee has provided 
scholarships for more than 75 students 

to continue their studies. Currently, 
there are 29 students supported by 
the Scholarship and Education Fund.  
Twenty-two former recipients have 
completed their college degrees, and 
of the 22, eight have received master’s 
degrees, and two are working on com-
pleting doctoral degrees.  At the break-
fast, guests will have the opportunity to 
meet some of those students.  For infor-
mation, call (954) 201-7540.

ROTARY CLUB OF FORT 
LAUDERDALE

HOSTS 2007 LEGENDS BALL    

Fort Lauderdale, FL – Local high 
school students struggling to overcome 
life’s obstacles will have two celebrated 
role models to look up to at the Rotary 
Club of Fort Lauderdale’s 2007 Leg-
ends Ball. Randy Shannon, University 
of Miami head football coach, and Ken 
Behring, former owner of the Seattle Se-
ahawks and founder of the Wheelchair 
Foundation, will be honored for achiev-
ing success in the face of adversity at the 
May 12 event that will provide college 
scholarships to needy high school stu-
dents.

The evening offers an opportunity 
to socialize with the legends while en-
joying dinner, dessert, dancing, and live 
and silent auctions. Items sure to pique 
the bidders interest include luxury items 
such as travel packages to exotic desti-
nations.

“We’ve planned an event that really 
captures the essence of a legend. The 
men we’re honoring have overcome the 
odds to create enduring stories,” said 
Rob Hanrahan, event co-chair.  “And 
students who benefit from the event will 
soon be creating legends of their own 
– students who might not otherwise be 
able to continue their education.”

 The Rotary Club of Fort Lauderdale, 
the largest in the South Florida area, 
ranks as one of the top Rotary clubs in 
the nation for raising scholarship funds. 
Over $1.3 million has been awarded to 
deserving students in the community 
since the Scholarship Fund’s inception. 
Proceeds from the Legends Ball benefit 
the Rotary Club of Fort Lauderdale’s 
1090 Foundation, which includes the 
Scholarship Fund. 

 General admission tickets for the 
event are $125 per person.  For informa-
tion or reservations, call the Rotary Club 
of Fort Lauderdale at (954) 424-0731 or 
visit www.rotaryfortlauderdale.org.

Rotary is an organization of busi-
ness and professional persons united 
worldwide that provides humanitarian 

service, encourages high ethical stan-
dards in all vocations and helps build 
good will and peace in the world.  The 
Fort Lauderdale chapter meets every 
Wednesday (12:00 P.M.) at the Riverside 
Hotel.  

SIGN UP FOR 
GRAFFITI CLEAN UP DAY! 

Residents both young and old are 
welcome and encouraged to join the 
City of Fort Lauderdale and the Citizens 
Volunteer Corps for Graffiti Clean Up 
Day on Saturday, May 19 at 8:00 a.m. 
at locations throughout the City. 

Volunteers will work in teams to 
clean up graffiti on walls, buildings and 
facilities.  All paint, brushes and cleaning 
supplies will be provided.  No special 
skills are needed to participate in this 
project. Participants are reminded to 
wear work clothes and use sunscreen.

By participating in Graffiti Clean Up 
Day, officially-recognized Fort Lauder-
dale neighborhoods are eligible to earn 
500 points which may be used toward 
fulfilling the match requirement needed 
for a Neighborhood Capital Improve-
ment Program (NCIP) grant.  In addi-
tion, students who participate can earn 
hours that may be used toward fulfill-
ing their school’s community service 
requirement.

To volunteer for the event, please 
call 954-828-4754 or e-mail msingh@
fortlauderdale.gov. Please check the 
City website for additional information 
and updates as more details about the 
event are finalized.

STARLIGHT MUSICALS 
ARE BACK! 

The 29th Annual Bank of America 
Starlight Musicals Concert Series will 
kick off on June 15 at Holiday Park.  The 
free outdoor summer concert series will 
be presented by the City of Fort Lauder-
dale every Friday from June 15 through 
August 3, 2007, from  7:00 p.m. - 10:00 
p.m. The shows take place on the foot-
ball fields in Holiday Park, located at East 
Sunrise Boulevard and Federal Highway.  
Parking is available on site.  

For more information,  includ-
ing weather updates, call the Hotline 
at 954-828-5363 or visit us online at 
www.fortlauderdale.gov/events.  
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Exotic and Tropical LandscapingExotic and Tropical Landscaping

Custom Designs & Installation
Unique Palm & Plant Nursery
Complete Landscaping Service
Brick Pavers - Marble - Natural Rock
Professional Sprinker Installation
Beautiful Landscape Lighting
Ask about our happy Ft. Lauderdale      

 Customers

ALL TERRAIN LANDSCAPING
Residential & Commercial

(954) 565-6453
www.allterrainlandscaping.com

Since 1981 - Licensed & Insured

FREEESTIMATES!
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*Offer is subject to change without notice. Additional 15% deposit due at time of groundbreaking. 
This advertisement shall not constitute an offer or solicitation to sell or buy a condominium unit in any state where registration of the project is required or where any solicitation or offer cannot be made. All advertising, promotional materials, site plans and pricing information
associated with the project and the units, if any, are preliminary in nature and are subject to change by developer without notice. Not an offering where prohibited by state law. Renderings are artist’s concept.

Luxury condominiums on Las Olas from the mid $500s to over $2 million
Designed by Sieger Suarez with interiors by Rockwell Group

Onsite sales office and model located at 500 E. Las Olas Blvd. 
Call 866.413.6449 or visit www.iconlasolas.com

Exclusive Sales and Marketing by
Related Cervera Realty Services

A joint development between
The Related Group and Rabina Properties.

Don’t Miss The Ultimate Quality Of Life At The Value Of A Lifetime

Experience first-class living with only 5% down for the month of
May and 15% due at groundbreaking at the top address in town,
Icon Las Olas*.

4 or 5 Bedrooms/5.5 Baths with over 3,300 sq. ft. from $1.8 million

3 Bedrooms/3 Baths from the mid $700s

2 Bedrooms/2.5 Baths with den from the mid $600s

1 Bedroom/1.5 Baths from the mid $500s

PEAK OF LUXURY. HEIGHT OF VALUE.


